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EDITORIAL

The year 2023 unfolded amidst unprecedented challenges, characterised by global upheavals that
devastated continents and culminated in conflicts in Gaza, claiming hundreds of thousands of lives. In the
midst of enduring suffering among children, women, and men, the global community faced an imperative
task: to uphold the torch of humanity and justice. Amidst these tribulations, we find solace and inspiration in
commemorating the 52nd Day of Victory Anniversary and the 19th Anniversary of Channel S Television.

The ongoing global scenario serves as a poignant reminder of the invaluable legacy left by the martyrs of the
1971 war of independence. As we contemplate the sacrifices made for our freedom, Channel S since its
inception in 2004 has remained an unwavering proponent of the spirit of our war of independence. It has
tirelessly highlighted Bangladesh's illustrious history, its profound heritage, and the extraordinary strides the
nation has taken, educating the new generation.

In the face of challenges such as BREXIT, the COVID-19 pandemic, and a Cost of Living Crisis, our industry
has been put to the test. As a community-led satellite TV channel, we keenly felt the repercussions of these
global challenges. However, it is the resilience and inspiration drawn from our British Bangladeshi community
that invigorates our dedication to exceed expectations in fulfilling our responsibilities. The unflinching team
spirit, guided by the leadership of our founder, Mahee Ferdhaus Jalil, unites us as a cohesive force when
addressing the issues impacting our cherished community.

As we stride into 2024, our dedication to our audience becomes even more pronounced. We remain
committed to engaging and empowering with our audiences, who are the very heartbeat of what we
encompass. Channel S stands poised to embrace new challenges with unyielding determination. In the
ever-evolving landscape of media, our commitment deepens to adapt and innovate, ensuring that our
content remains a beacon of truth, a testament to our cultural richness, and a voice for the unheard. We
pledge to deliver news impartially, anchored in robust editorial values. Our programmes will be built on
thorough research, factual accuracy, and authenticity, ensuring the dissemination of content that mirrors our
values, heritage, and culture. Furthermore, we remain resolute in serving humanity globally through our
diverse array of programming.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our audiences across the UK and globally, the cornerstone of our
strength, for their unwavering support, guidance and blessings. While commemorating our historic Victory
Day and Channel S' milestones, we eagerly anticipate a future where our collective commitment continues
to flourish. In the chapters that lie ahead, we eagerly look forward to not only celebrating success but also
cultivating deeper and more meaningful connections with each milestone we encounter. e remain
committed to delivering content that resonates with audiences. As we traverse new horizons, guided by
community support, we strive to amplify our impact and create lasting moments that define our shared
narrative. Together, let us embark on this journey, united by a common vision for the future of Channel S.

A

Farhan Masud Khan
Head of Programmes, Channel S Television
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Thank you for being an integral part of our journey! Channel S Television has come a long way
since its inception 19 years ago. It has been an incredible journey, and the team is proud to have
reached this milestone. As we celebrate our anniversary, we also celebrate the Victory Day of
Bangladesh. It is a momentous occasion that reminds us of our shared triumphs and resilience.

Our success is attributed to the dedication and creativity of our team. We have a unique approach
to broadcasting that has gained global recognition, and our shows are in high demand. This lively
atmosphere provides a platform for our creatives to produce exceptional content that captivates
our diverse audience.

As we continue to face challenges and embrace new opportunities, we remain committed to
serving our communities. Channel S Television is a trusted British-Bangladeshi voice that
prioritises the community's needs and delivers high-quality programming. Despite rising living
costs and economic shifts, we stand by our neighbours, offering support and contributing to
those in need worldwide.

Our commitment to our audience goes beyond entertainment. We aim to educate, inform, and
inspire through our programming, and we work hard to produce content that reflects the diversity
of our viewers. Channel S Television is proud to showcase the rich culture of Bangladesh and its
diaspora, as well as the wider community's achievements and struggles.

In addition to our broadcast offerings, we also provide various community services, including
charity work and educational initiatives. We believe in giving back to the community that has
supported us over the years and strive to make a positive impact in any way we can.

As we look to the future, we are excited to continue evolving and growing. \We believe that our
unique approach to broadcasting and our dedicated team will keep us at the forefront of the
industry and ensure that we remain a trusted voice for our community. We extend our best
wishes for a fantastic 2024 and hope to continue captivating our audience with excitement and
authentic storytelling.

W)ZIL%

Ahmed us Samad Chowdhury JP

Chairman, Channel S Television



We are thrilled to mark this momentous occasion, celebrating the progress and success of
Channel S over the past year.

Despite challenges, our talented team, impactful projects, and commitment to social mobility
through charitable initiatives and diverse programming have been instrumental in maintaining a
strong connection with our viewers,

At Channel S, we pride ourselves on our community ties, producing a wide range of innovative
programmes in-house, both in the UK and Bangladesh. Our viewers recognise us as more than
just a TV channel, but an integral part of their daily lives. We have focused our resources on
addressing their most pressing needs, from providing reliable news and information to offering
educational support, from entertaining with arts and culture to philanthropic endeavours.

Amidst the global crisis of wars and the evolving landscape of British politics, Channel S remains
a beacon of hope and unity. Our commitment to providing uplifting content and fostering
understanding is constant. In these challenging times, we believe in the resilience of
communities and aim to inspire positivity through our programming.

Our commitment to philanthropy remains staunch, as we continue to work towards our first
tagline, "Working for the Community." With the support of our sponsors, advertisers, stakeholders,
and the wider community, we aim to diversify our offerings and produce even more
contemporary content. We are excited about the opportunities for further expansion and look
forward to a successful 2024.

Thank you for your ongoing support, which has helped us achieve so much over the past year.

Mahee Ferdhause Jalil
Founder, Channel S Television



I warmly welcome each one of you.

As we celebrate 19 years of Channel S, | want to express my deepest gratitude to our viewers,
supporters, advertisers, and the exceptional Channel S team. Our journey has been marked by a
commitment to delivering high-quality content, nurturing cultural ties, and ensuring our
audience stays both entertained and informed.

Today, we celebrate not only our anniversary but also Bangladesh's Victory Day, a testament to
our nation's resilience and victory. Despite challenging times, Channel S remains a unifying force,
connecting us through television where we share our victories and challenges.

We have reached significant milestones and are ready for more. This year, we took a brief hiatus
from the Catering Circle Live Shows, and I'm excited to announce their return in Season 8: Talent
Show 2024. This season will showcase new success stories and address current cost-of-living
issues and the latest technologies, including Al-related digital marketing. We will nominate 80
outstanding restaurants from across the UK to share their unique stories. Entry is free, and awards
will be given based on merit, judged live by a distinguished panel. It's a wonderful opportunity to
celebrate our talented restaurateurs.

As we reflect on our past and look to the future, it's crucial to acknowledge the changes within
the catering industry. The Catering Circle Business Conference 2023 and Restaurant Star Show
Awards last June demonstrated our collective efforts to tackle challenges and seize
opportunities. Discussions about wage increases, first-time employment schemes, and initiatives
supporting workplace flexibility and emerging professionals are essential in adapting to the
changing employment landscape.

Changes in immigration rules and minimum salary requirements have posed challenges in hiring
skilled staff. The Catering Circle's advocacy aims to highlight the invaluable contribution of the
spice business to our community and seeks to reclassify restaurant workers as skilled
professionals.

In the upcoming year, Channel S remains dedicated to delivering compelling content and
providing unwavering support for the industries we serve. To our wonderful viewers, thank you for
being a vital part of the Channel S family. Happy anniversary, and best wishes to all!

W

Md Abdul Haque

Vice-Chairman, Channel S Television
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On this joyous occasion of our anniversary and Victory Day, heartfelt gratitude to all the viewers
who have been part of our 18-year journey.

Looking ahead, our commitment is resolute-to deliver quality programming mirroring diverse
interests. We recognise our success is tied to our viewers and pledge to meet their expectations,
fostering harmony between communities.

Our dedicated team continually strives for improvement and innovation. Staying current with
trends, we bring the most relevant and engaging content, believing everyone's story deserves a
platform. Investing in our team and infrastructure ensures optimal service.

Proud of our achievements, we acknowledge there's more to be done. Committed to community,
diversity, and philanthropy, we're confident in growing with your support. Thank you for your

continued trust; we eagerly anticipate serving you in the years ahead.

Best wishes.

Ly

Taz Choudhury
CEQO, Channel S Television



‘T’'ll never know where
I’'m from’: plight of the
adopted children of
Bangladesh’s Birangona
women

>

by Thaslima Begum

Jane Radika was searching for answers. Approaching 50,
she had become reflective about life and yearned to know
more about the circumstances of her adoption, from an
orphanage in Bangladesh to a small Cornish town in
England.

‘| was only five weeks old when | came to the UK, so | have
no recollection of it. From what | have learned, my mum gave
birth to me in the Mother Teresa orphanage in Dhaka.
Unfortunately, | have conflicting information — her name
may be on my Bangladeshi birth certificate or it may not. It
has been lost, which is heartbreaking, but apparently the
orphanage has a copy.”

Jane knew almost nothing of Bangladesh growing up and
online searches got her only so far. She felt drawn to visit, but
the pandemic and personal circumstance had made the
prospect seem distant. One morning, she decided to write a
letter to the Guardian:



“Dear Thaslima, | came across some
of your articles and wondered if you
could help. | was adopted into the
UK from Bangladesh in 1972 by a
British family. | grew up not knowing
anything about my past, except that
| was a ‘war baby’ and that my birth
mother was a Birangona. | want to
know if there are others out there
like me. Who are they? Where did
they go? Can you help?”

There were others out there,
thousands around the world,
adopted from Bangladesh in the
1970s, many on their own search for
the truth. Most had little or no
information about the
circumstances of their adoption or
birth parents. Except for one
unifying detail.

Bangladesh was declared an
independent state in December
1971, nine months after Pakistan

launched a brutal crackdown on
Bengalis seeking self-rule in what

wac than I:Qo'f1Dalzio+Qn
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The Bangtadesh war was one of the bloodiest of the 20th century.
As many as 3 million people were killed.
Photograph: Raymond Depardon/Magnum Photos

Despite the scale, Bangladesh’s war
is little known outside the region.
Oneinglorious fact is that it gave one
of the first documented examples of
rape as a weapon of war — between
200,000 and 400,000 women are

said to have been victims.

The result was thousands of babies;
again estimates vary, but 25,000
pregnancies are thought to have
resulted. Women who had been
captured by Pakistani troops, raped
and tortured, emerged traumatised,
in desperate need of medical care

A rare photo of bal
July 1972. Fifteen of them were allowed for adoption and flown
to Canada through a team led by Fred and Bonnie Cappuccino.

and, in many cases, pregnant.

To integrate rape survivors back into
society, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
prime minister and founding father
of Bangladesh, introduced
legislation to allow late-term
abortions  and passed  the
Abandoned Children order, making
the Ministry of Social Welfare
statutory guardian for children born
of rape. An international adoption
campaign began to find homes for
thousands of “war babies”.

Raped women were given the
honorific title of Birangona -
meaning war heroine - in an
attempt to mitigate their social
ostracism. Jane's mother was
among them.

“The only information | have is that
my mother was raped during the war
of liberation,” says Jane.

Jane was one of the first adopted
children to go to England, arriving in
the summer of 1972. Mike King and
his wife had been trying to adopt a
child in Britain when, one February
morning, they read an article in the
Guardian by the late Peter Preston
describing the crisis of abandoned
babies in Bangladesh. “It was almost
as though our eyes met at the end of
that article. And we said, this is it,
this is what we ought to do,” says

- THE GUARDIAN
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How the Guardian's

victims in Bangladesh,

King.

By July, King was on his way to
Bangladesh to adopt a daughter. He
agreed to escort another baby back
on behalf of a couple who were
unable to travel due to illness. That
couple became Jane's adoptive

parents.

King's recollections of Bangladesh
at the time, recovering from war and
in monsoon season, are of a country
in chaos. A UN representative vetted
King and helped him navigate the
emergent adoption system. He
found himself in the courtyard of the
Mother Teresa orphanage in Old
Dhaka, holding two red baby
carriers, waiting to be processed by
the nuns. “They were incredibly kind
and receptive,” says King. “They were
keen to help — | suspect more for the
children’s sake than mine.”

Dressed in a white gown and asleep
in a corner was Jane; born in the
orphanage a few weeks earlier. King
instinctively felt the need to choose
her, the youngest in the nursery. The
babies were so small he only needed

Jane Radika looks at old photographs from her childhood
Photograph: Alexander Turner/The Guardian
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one of the carriers for both.

Several days of “manic activity” and stressful bureaucracy followed. ‘I spent
hours in the offices of various civil servants getting approval. This was all very
new to them, and they were not always quite sure if | needed someone else’s
approval, as well as theirs.” Finally, King and the babies boarded the long flight

back to the UK.

That year, thousands of war babies were adopted in countries including
Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Canada. It is estimated that 5,000 were born,
though the true figure is likely much higher. After the war, the sisters of the
Mother Teresa orphanage would search the streets of Dhaka for abandoned
babies and turn up at abortion clinics asking mothers to go through with
pregnancies and hand unwanted babies to the orphanage. Many of the babies

Jane rejoices after finding her name in the register book at the Mother Teresa Orphanage in Old Dhaka, Bangladesh.
Photograph: Farzana Hossen/The Guardian

did not survive or were considered
too frail to travel abroad.

Two years after she first asked for
help to find other war babies, Jane
finally visited Bangladesh. Although,
technically it was her second time in
the country, everything felt new.
“Exhilarating, crazy, fun, emotional,
she says, describing her feelings
when she arrived in Dhaka last
February. ‘I really, really absolutely
loved it. And the trip has answered

il Lm
‘This is where my story began’: Jane looks for her name in the
register book at the Mother Teresa Orphanage.
Photograph: Farzana Hossen/The Guardian

lots of questions. And then more
questions came in.”

Jane visited the Mother Teresa
orphanage on Islampur Road, where
she was picked out for adoption
decades ago, and was greeted by
senior missionary nun Sister Xavier.
After some initial small talk, Jane
asked to see her records. The nuns
appeared reluctant at first but then
left the room. Sister Xavier
reappeared holding a large book and
Jane began to scan the pages, going

Raped women were
given the honorific title
of Birangona -
meaning war heroine -
in an attempt to

mitigate their social ’ ’

ostracism. Jane’s
mother was among
them.

all the way back to her date of birth
in 1972.

There were names of a number of
babies listed as having gone to
Canada and Jane gasped as she
found her own, recorded neatly in
blue ink. The sisters crowded round
excitedly, but Jane felt only relief.
‘“When vyou're adopted, you only
really know what you are told. This
confirms | am a war baby and that |
was indeed here, at this orphanage
in Bangladesh, once upon a time.
This is where my story began.”

But there was no information
regarding Jane's birth mother. In the
column headed Parents Address, it
read Women's Rehabilitation
Programme; a common entry to
conceal the mother's name. Jane
also discovered that in 1975, part of

Bangladesh and | were
‘ ‘ created at the same time;

it is a piece of me and lam

a piece of it - and nothing ’ ’
I will ever change that.

Jane visits orphaned babies at the Mother Teresa Orphanage. in
the same room she once occupied.
Photograph: Farzana Hossen/The Guardian

the orphanage collapsed and a lot of
documentation was destroyed.

“I'll never actually know where I'm
from until | find my birth mother,
which | don't think is possible. I'm
afraid to search for her only to learn
that I'm too late as she may already
be dead, like so many other
Birangona women," says Jane.

Later, Jane also visited a group of
Birangona women living in Tejgaon,
in the centre of Dhaka. In a small
house, she was introduced as the
daughter of a Birangona to three
elderly women who were waiting.
The women began to cry as they
took it in turns to embrace Jane, who
was also crying. One woman stroked
Jane's face while another took her
into her arms and whispered a
protection prayer over her: “May
Allah always watch over you my
child”

After an hour or so, it is time to go.
Though brief, it was an encounter
filled with mutual love and respect
between strangers, a remarkable
moment of bonding over a tragic
shared experience.

“Bangladesh, my story and my
association with it has always been
shrouded in violence and pain.
Connected and never forgotten. But
finally | know where | came from,
how it looks, smells and feels — and |
feel like |1 have come home, she
says. ‘Bangladesh and | were
created at the same time; it is a piece
of me and | am a piece of it — and
nothing will ever change that”

Courtesy: The Guardian

www.chsuk.tv | 10
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MYANMAR AND ROHINGYA CRISIS

Dr. A. K. Abdul Momen
Minister of Foreign Affairs Bangladesh

Myanmar is one of two neighbours of Bangladesh and no
enmity exists between them, except the Rohingya crisis
which was orchestrated and executed in Myanmar. The
Rohingya of Arakan (presently Rakhine) has been living in
Rakhine since 7th - 8th century and was indigenised well
before independence of Burma in 1948. They are a mixed
people of Indian origin, Arabs, Persians, Afghans, and
Central Asians.

In the 1947 Constitution, Rohingya were given the National
Registration Certificate with full legal and voting rights. In
1954 Prime Minister of Myanmar U Nu stated in a public
speech: "‘Rohingya has the equal status of nationality with
Kachin, Kayah, Karen, Mon, Rakhine and Shan" During 1948-61, 4 to 6
Rohingya were elected as members of the parliament. However, the 1982
Citizenship Act denied the citizenship rights of Rohingya and identified
them as “foreigners’. Myanmar government recognizes other 135 ethnic
minorities except the "Rohingya’, though they exercised their franchise
rights in all national and local elections till the general election in 2010.
Their voting rights were revoked in March 2015. Meanwhile, their identity
card was also annulled. Such systematic disenfranchisement and
frequent indiscriminate persecutions against Rohingyas by successive
Governments of Myanmar since the 1960s led to their continued forced
displacement into Bangladesh from Rakhine State of Myanmar. For the
last many years, Rohingya have been one of the most persecuted
minorities in the world. Mass atrocities against the Rohingya in Myanmar
have taken place in late seventies and early nineties resulting in their
exodus into Bangladesh. However, in 1978, repatriated nearly 200,000
Rohingya and again in 1992, out of 253,000 Rohingya, Myanmar took back
over 230,000 with honor and dignity through dialogue and discussion.
Around 2.65 million Rohingya are in temporary shelter in 17 countries
around the globe, with about half of them in Bangladesh. The clearance
operation by the Myanmar military in 2017 resulted in an unprecedented
scale of influx of about 7,30,000 Rohingya to Bangladesh within a few
weeks. Only about 600,000 Rohingya still stay in Myanmar at internment
camps or in similar condition. Despite numerous constraints and
challenges, the Honourable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina took the
courageous decision to open our borders and give temporary shelters to
the Rohingya in 2017. The singular gesture has been recognised by the

Million Rohingya Refugees Forced to Flee Myanmar in 2017

9t Anniversary




international community as the
Honourable Prime Minister is known as the
"Mother of Humanity" Around 1.2 million
Rohingyas are staying for more than six
years in the largest refugee camp in the
world in Cox's Bazar with around 30,000
newborn children adding to that number
every year.

Bangladesh always sought a durable
solution to the Rohingya crisis peacefully
through negotiations with Myanmar. The
two countries signed three instruments on
return after the exodus in 2017. According
to those instruments, repatriation was
supposed to commence by January 2018
and be completed in two years. Two
attempts were taken in 2018 and 2019 to
start repatriation. But the selected
Rohingyas were unwilling to join the
process in the absence of an assured
conducive environment in Rakhine, lack of
sufficient assurances about their security,
and livelihood opportunities by the
Myanmar government upon return. The
Government of Bangladesh, although not
a signatory of the 1951 UN Refugee
Convention and its 1967 Protocol, yet it is
not only sheltering 1.2 million Rohingyas
but also is the largest donor of the
humanitarian operations for the Rohingyas
staying in Bangladesh. According to a
study run by the Government, Bangladesh
has to spend around USD 1.69 billion in
2022 for the massive humanitarian
operations, ensuring safety and security in
and around camps, restoration of the
environment, and mitigation of sufferings

41
|
According to UNICEF, more than 960,000 Rohingya people
= Need humanitarian assistance. Of those. over 499,000 are children. -+l
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of the Rohingyas and the host community.
Rohingyas  have  already  created
demographic imbalance in Cox's Bazar by
outnumbering five times than the host
community population in the locality
where they are sheltered. Unemployment
or underemployment among the locally
impacted people of Cox's Bazar is

UNHCR report: Rohingya refugees, mostly women and children, facing deadlier journeys in the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea

increasing. These are creating tension between them. It has
adversely impacted the biodiversity of Cox's Bazar, in particular the
6,800 acres of reserved forest where the Rohingyas are sheltered.
Deforestation, soil erosion, and water pollution are among the
environmental problems that have been observed in the area due
to the high concentration of Rohingyas in the Camps. With the
evolving humanitarian crisis around the globe, we are experiencing
a downward trend in the funding for the Rohingya. The Joint
Response Plan of 2022 remained significantly underfunded; JRP
2023 is also facing challenges to secure the estimated amount of
876 million USD. So far 45 % of the estimated requirement has

been funded.

Due to dwindling funds, WFP has
reduced the monthly food ration
from $12 in December 2022 to $8
per person per month from June
2023. Humanitarian  partners
should come forward to reduce
the gap between the pledged
amount and the received amount
and prioritize sectors covering the
basic necessities like food, health
while deciding their contribution.
In addition, duplication of funding
in projects should be rationalized
and better accountability and
transparency is imperative to both
the host and the donor countries.
The UN agencies, the INGOs and
NGOs need to be more efficient
and effective and prudent in
taking projects. Nearly 52 % of the
Rohingya population living in
Bangladesh is children and
adolescents. The Government of
Bangladesh places great
importance on ensuring access to
education for all especially for
girls and in a similar vein,
Government is facilitating learning
activities for the Rohingya children
inside the camps. With the
support of the UN agencies,
Rohingya children are receiving




Many Rohingya children are unable to attend school due to a lack of resources and facilities in refugee camps

education inside the camps through around 6000
learning centers following the Myanmar Curriculum.
Students in need of special help like the disabled or
adolescent girls can attend alternate learning facilities
described as community-based learning centers. The
number of school going children has increased 25 %
then that of last year, school attendance rate among
adolescent girls and children with disabilities have also
increased this year.

The international community should  support
Bangladesh and encourage Myanmar to start
repatriation as soon as possible for the welfare of these
frustrated people. To enable the Rohingyas to take
informed decision, 20 Rohingya representatives visited
the possible resettlement sites in Rakhine State in May
and Myanmar high officials visited Cox's Bazar twice in
May and September and briefed the prospective
returnees about the arrangement made for their
resettlement that included safety and security,
livelihood, education, healthcare, pathway to
citizenship and so on,

To decongest and de-risk the overcrowded camps in
Cox's Bazar, we have developed Bhasan Char, an
island covering an area of 13,000 acres in the South of
the country. We spent over US$ 350 million from our
own budget for building proper infrastructure and
better amenities than Cox's Bazar to temporarily
relocate about 100,000 of the camp population. Until
now, we have relocated around 32,000 of these
displaced persons from the camps in Cox's Bazar to
Bhasan Char ensuring compliance of the principle of
voluntariness. With its suitable terrain, and abundance
of empty space, Bhasan Char provides better scopes
for the Rohingyas to pursue livelihood opportunities.
But it will not be possible outside the camps in Cox's
Bazar due to the economic necessities of the host
community and possibility of a conflicting situation
between the Rohingyas and the host community.
Bangladesh has joined the Resettlement in third
countries initiative as an interim intervention.
Resettlement of 1.2 million Rohingyas and their around
30,000 newborn children every year is not a feasible
proposition. Preferences of the hosting countries are

always determined by their domestic priorities and
other global crises. Till today, as per estimate USA
and Canada have relocated only 62 persons in last
six years. Local integration of the Rohingyas can
never be an option for one of the most densely
populated and climate vulnerable countries like
Bangladesh. In Bangladesh, every year around
650,000 people are uprooted from their sweet
homes and traditional jobs due to erratic climate
change, river erosion and the like. For global
warming one fifth of our land mass is estimated to
be lost by 2050 resulting in the displacement of
20-25 million people. Around 20 million
Bangladeshi expatriates live and work across the
world and contribute to the economy.
Furthermore, the idea of integration of Rohingyas
in Bangladesh would promote Myanmr's false
claim that Rohingyas were inhabitants of

Bangladesh. In a way it would justify their mass
atrocities run on Rohingyas.

1in Rohingya camps.

Promotion of the third country resettlement and
integration in Bangladesh can work as a pull factor
for the around 600,000 Rohingyas now living in
Rakhine State. The Honourable Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina proposed to the international
community at a side event on Rohingya during the
78th UN General Assembly in New York to solve
the Rohingya crisis: @) Remain seized of the matter
and continue to keep this issue on the top of our
agenda; b) Continue our humanitarian efforts to
ensure sustenance of these illfated and hapless
human beings; ¢) Pursue ongoing and available
legal and multilateral mechanisms to ensure
accountability of the perpetrators who committed
persistent, systemic and systematic heinous
atrocities against this ethnic minority; d) Redouble
our concerted efforts to ensure lasting solutions to
this problem originated in Myanmar - among all
options voluntary repatriation being the most
viable one.

19" Anniversary | www.chsuk.tv | 13



GAZA AND
THE TALES OF MY
MEDICAL STUDENTS

Health Professionals in Gaza: Offering Final Tributes to Loved Ones amidst the Challenges of Their Noble Service

The tragic tales of four dreams shattered by the ongoing barbaric Israeli war
on Gaza.

Maysara Alrayes, a promising young doctor, graduated from Gaza's Medical
School and earned a Chevening grant for a Master's degree in Health
Administration at King's College London University. Upon returning to work for
the Doctors of the World organisation in Gaza, he, along with his parents, was
killed by Israeli missiles that destroyed their home in the city. Despite his
brothers' determined efforts to rescue them, they too fell victim to an Israeli
airstrike.

The second story is Dr. Ahmad Shatat, a 30-year-old emergency medicine
registrar at Alshifa Hospital. He and his wife, Dr. Doaa Shamoot, were building
a peaceful life with their one-year-old daughter. Tragically, during the third
week of the war, Israeli bombardment claimed the lives of his wife and child,
shattering their dreamful home forever.

The third story is Dr. Alaa Alagad, a newly graduated doctor engaged to
Ibtihal Alastal, a soon-to-graduate medical student. Their plans for

post-marriage training in the UK
were abruptly halted when
Israeli airstrikes in the second
week of the war killed Ibtihal,
her entire family, and destroyed
their home, burying their
dreams under the rubble.

The fourth story is Ezzaldein
Allolo, a fifth-year
student known for his talent as a
painter and humanitarian work.

medical

He was elected as the humanitarian
ambassador of the European Union. He
volunteered in Alshifa Hospital during the
war, enduring the harsh siege imposed
by the Israeli army. During the siege of
the hospital they were forced drink the
normal saline so they do not die from
thirst. Tragically, he received news of the
death of 21 family members and relatives
in an Israeli bombardment on their home.
His mother was fortunately rescued with
moderate injuries. In the midst of the
moral desert the world is living in, the
term "lucky" now signifies saving just one
family member from the bombardment.

Maysara Alrayes, Ahmad Shabat, Alaa
Alagad, and Ezzedein Lolo represent
merely four stories out of the two million

in  Gaza, each tellng a tale of
heartbreaking loss and  shattered
dreams.

By Dr. Jehad Hammad.

The former Vice Dean of the Faculty of Medicine
The Islamic University of Gaza.

Gaza- Palestine
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Millions of people across continents suffered catastrophic disasters,
iQra International’s team is on the ground to provide assistance.
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02077907744
info@igrainternational.org

: _ ‘ justgiving.com/campaign/crisisappeal
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ATRIBUTE TO

HM ASHRAF AHMED
BIRMINGHAM'S BELOVED COMMUNITY CHAMPION
Towhid Shakeel

In the heart of Birmingham, a vibrant soul has departed, leaving behind a
legacy that echoes through the corridors of community, journalism, and
philanthropy. HM Ashraf Ahmed, a senior journalist and Channel S
unannounced brand ambassador, bid farewell to the world on a sombre
Thursday morning at 7:12, 30" November 2023, at Heartland Hospital,
Birmingham. Innalillahi wa Inna Ilaihi Rajioon.



“In the corridors of Birmingham.
Ashraf Ahmed was more than a journalist:
he was a community champion. a philanthropic

organiser whose impact reverberated across
every community organisation”

impact reverberated across every community
organisation. His untimely demise cast a sombre
shadow over the city, leaving behind a void that seems
impossible to fill

Known for his brilliance in the Bengali community in
the UK, Ashraf Ahmed's contributions extended far
beyond the realm of journalism. He served as the
Chairman of the Shah Poran Jame Masjid Committee
till his last breath, demonstrating a commitment to the
spiritual and cultural fabric of his community.
Associated with the Organisation for the Recognition of
Bengali as an Official Language of the United Nations
since its inception, Ashraf Ahmed's multifaceted
contributions left an indelible mark on the community
he served.

H M Ashraf Ahmed celebrating Channel S Annive ith Mahee Ferdhaus Jalil, Founder of Channel S TV

A genuine gentleman and a dedicated soul to good
causes, Ashraf Ahmed's allegiance to Channel S
remained constant. He was not just a reporter; he was a
man who drew people close to him effortlessly. His
kindness, his dedication to community development,
and his unconditional support for Channel S set him
apart as a cherished figure in Birmingham.

Ashraf Ahmed's life was marked by a unique ability to
break down barriers. Nephew of Syed Abdur Rahman,
one of the organisers of the liberation war in exile, he
addressed everyone as brothers, nephews, and
uncles, creating a familial atmosphere that
transcended selfish motives.

H M Ashraf Ahmed was suffering from various illness

At the age of approximately 66, Ashraf Ahmed's
departure leaves behind a legacy etched in the
hearts of his four sons, three daughters, media
colleagues and a multitude of relatives and
well-wishers. A devoted soul, he had been a
steadfast force in Birmingham, not only as a
prominent figure in Channel S but also as the
Midland Bureau Chief and the Founding Chairman
of Shah Poran Jame Masjid.

In the corridors of Birmingham, Ashraf Ahmed was
more than a journalist, he was a community
champion and philanthropic organiser whose




|
Taz Choudhury, CEO (L) and Mahee Ferdhaus Jalil, Founder (R) of Channel S
respectively with HM Ashraf Ahmed
S m —

In his passing, the fear of tension in human
relations dissipates. It is a reminder of the
impermanence of life and the enduring love
that remains in the hearts of those left
behind.

Channel S, a platform that Ashraf Ahmed
dedicatedly served, expressed deep grief
over his demise. Founder Chairman Mahee
Ferdhaus Jalil, Chairman Ahmed Us Samad
Chowdhury JP,  Chief Executive Taz
Choudhury, and the entire Channel S family
mourned the loss of a dear colleague and
friend, seeking forgiveness for the departed
soul.

HM Ashraf Ahmed with colleagues and friends
1

The London Bangla Press Club, to which
Ashraf Ahmed was a former member, also
extended their condolences. Leaders of the
club prayed for the forgiveness of his soul
and strength for his grieving family.

At the time of his passing, Ashraf Ahmed,
suffering from Parkinson's disease in recent
months, left behind a multitude of relatives
and well-wishers. His village home in Patli
(Mullabari) village of Jagannathpur upazila,
Sunamganj district, will forever remember
him.

by
Towhid Shakeel

Brand Director, Catering Circle

Among others Ahmedus Samad Chowdhury JP, (C) Chairman of CHannel STV with HM Ashraf Ahmed

As we collectively mourn the departure of this
exceptional soul, let our prayers be a testament to
the impact he had on the lives he touched. May
Allah SWT grant HM Ashraf Ahmed one of the
highest places in heaven, and may his legacy
continue to inspire and uplift the communities he
SO passionately served.

More than a thousand people attended the funeral
of HM Ashraf Ahmed at Jame Masjid, Coventry
Road, Birmingham on the 3 of December, after
Zuhr prayers. The community mourns the loss of
this veteran journalist and philanthropist. His
significant contributions to the GCreater Sylhet
Council UK and various community initiatives are
deeply remembered. Channel S television, London
Bangla Press Club, the Organisation for the
Recognition of Bengali as an Official Language of
the United Nations, and other community leaders
expressed profound grief and condolences to his
bereaved family.

We will miss him this year and every year during
the Channel S Anniversary, as he was one of the
first to arrive and one of the last to leave, just like
the organising colleagues who fondly remember
his dedicated presence.

HM Ashraf Ahmed with Channel S colleagues and friends

199 Anniversary | www.chsuk.ty
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Barrister Fariha Nosheen

Marking the anniversary of Channel S and
Bangladesh's Victory Day, AMMI Food emerges as a
beacon of innovation and triumph, symbolizing the
unwavering spirit of the Bangladeshi Society.
Founded by Jorna Chowdhery, AMMI Food is not just
a brand; it's a testament to resilience and foresight.

In the intricate tapestry of entrepreneurship, Jorna's
narrative unfolds as a saga of determination. A
first-time  mum grappling with diabetes, she
transformed the challenges of providing halal,
nutritious, and convenient baby food into an
entrepreneurial odyssey. Armed with a background
in cognitive neuroscience, she infuses a unique
blend of science and empathy into the world of baby
nutrition.

From a moment of chaos at airport security, where confiscated baby food
pouches triggered her entrepreneurial spark, Jorna embarked on a journey
of research and connection. The result? AMMI Food, a community-led
brand destined to be the global hub for parents seeking fresh, science-led
baby food solutions.

AMMI Food, the UK's pioneering Direct-to-Consumer, science-driven,
organic food subscription service, steps into the spotlight by addressing a
crucial gap in the market. Focused on the first 1000 days of child nutrition,
the brand delivers fresh, flash-frozen meals to the door, seamlessly
blending nutritional convenience with uncompromised quality.

The entrepreneurial path wasn't a stroll; it was a climb. Establishing a
distinctive identity, challenging consumer habits, and navigating the
complexities of the food industry posed formidable hurdles. Yet, fueled by
resilience, AMMI Food turned challenges into

stepping stones, carving a niche in the
competitive  baby  food  sector and
championing future foodies.

AMMI  Food openly acknowledges the
ongoing journey of discovery. A commitment
to science-led nutrition, building a supportive
community, and embracing cultural inclusivity
positions the brand as a formidable player in
the industry.

Jorna's journey with AMMI Food isn't just a
success story; it's a qguiding light for
entrepreneurs.  Beyond her immediate
triumphs, she aspires to be a coach,
empowering others and standing not only as a
role model within the Bangladeshi community
but also for the younger generation. Her
narrative  weaves together personal
experience, scientific acumen, and cultural
pride, crafting a compelling tale of impactful
change.
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NEWS TEAM

Watch Channel S News
Daily News : 10pm, 1am, Next day 9am
Sylhet News : Sunday & Tuesday 7pm, 1.30am, Next day 4 pm

CHANNEL S Contact: +44 (0) 20 3954 2633 or +44 (0) 20 3954 2636 (London)
+88 0171701 9272,+88 0171 116 2254 (Sylhet)
Email: news@chsuk.tv | chsnews2015@gmail.com
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Towhid Shakeel
Senior News Presenter Senior News Presenter

Syed Afsar Uddin meeFrsaFras Dr. Zaki Rezwana Anwar frsa — Shahidul Islam Sagar
Senior News Presenter  Senior News Presenter

Munira Parvin Rupi Amin Tanjina Nur-i-Siddique Boby Ray
Senior News Presenter ~ Senior News Presenter ~ Senior News Presenter Senior News Presenter

Sristy Roy
News Presenter




Mizanur Rahman Mizan
Bureau Chief
Manchester

07306 229 960

Md Shah Jahan
Bureau Chief
Oldham

07968 293 933

Md. Atikur Rahman
Correspondent
Birmingham

07837 716530

Shah Kayyum
Correspondent
Manchester
07969 594 774

M Shamim Ahmed
Correspondent
Oldham

07730 553 325

Junaed Ahmed khan
Corespondent

South Shields/sunderland
+447547024319

M G Kibria
Bureau Chief
Yorkshire
07767 129 822

Numan Raja
Correspondent
Coventry
07983 524 774

Hassan Uzzaman Khan
Bureau Chief

Bradford

07976 756 753

Md Noor-a-alom Robbani
Correspondent

Bradford

07878 619 211

Taz U Ahmed
Correspondent
Bedfordshire
07877 398 132

Ehsanul Islam Chowdhury Shamim
Correspondent
Northamptonshire

07951 521 586

Foysol Ahmed (Ruhel)
Correspondent

South East London
07854 533 565

Mamunur Rashid
Special Correspondent
Cambridge

07737 374 981

Kamrul Islam
Correspondent
Bristol

07816 678 702

Ahmed Hossain Helal
Correspondent
Sheffield

07952 950 249

Abdul Basit Doloi
Correspondent
Milan, Italy

+393 668 007 799

Muazzem Saju
Correspondent
Canada
+1514-430-7512
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Syed Sadek Ahmed
Special Correspondent
North England

07903 360 032

Shahan Chowdhury
Correspondent
Newcastle & North East
07737 019 983

Anwar Pasha
Correspondent
Ipswich

07852 256 898

Mostafa Saleh Liton
Correspondent
Cardiff

07888 683 564

Harun-ur Rashid
Correspondent
Newport

07973 956 076

Mumin Khan
Correspondent
Merseyside
07949 921 692

Sheikh Suroth Miah
Bureau Chief
Liverpool

07473 893 216

Mohammed Sabur Hossain
Correspondent

Liverpool

07986 029 905

Syed Jamal Hussain (Mizan)
Correspondent

Rochdale

07904 936 364

Mohammed Zakaria
Correspondent
Leeds

07717 743 138

M Shohidur Rahman (Jamal)
Correspondent

Scunthorpe and Hull

07703 413223

Nurul Wahid
Correspondent
Europe

+33 768 107 055

Abdul Malik Himu
Correspondent
Paris, France

+33 646 196 015

Afaz Jony
Correspondent
Spain

+34 632415 172

Sahadul Suhed
Correspondent
Madrid (Spain)
+34 632 111 246

Minhaz Hussain
Correspondent
Rome, Italy

+39 351 002 0928

Syed Mahbub
Correspondent
Toronto, Canada
+1647-704-5040

Salim Ahmed
Correspondent
Saudi Arabia

+966 500 352 630
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Moin Udﬁn Monju
Bureau Chief, Sylhet

FD

Liton Choudhury
Chief Cameraman

Abdul Malik Zaka
Special Correspondent

;D

Shuvon Sarkar
Senior Video Editor

D

Hasanul Haque Uzzal
Senior Staff Reporter

}D

Belayet Hussain
Cameraman

&
D

Abdul Aziz Zafran
Trainee Video Editor

Syed Nazrul Islam
Reporter
Manchester
07708 694010

Mohammed Maruf Ahmed
Correspondence
Cambrigde

07912601008

MD Kabir Ali

Special Correspondence
Bristol & South West
07873943502

Ohidul Islam Suhan
Correspondent
Malaysia

+60 18-2696569

Mohammed Rabiul Hossen
Correspondent

Abu Dhabi, UAE

+971 503 586 594
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Khaled Chowdhury
Head of News, Moulvibazar

Jahangir Alam Khayer
Biswanath Correspondent

Zillur Rahman Zilu
Balagonj Correspondent

O

Syed Mufazzel Sadat Mukta
Habiganj Correspondent

Sirajul Islam Jibon
Cameraman, Habiganj
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Khalil Rahman
Sunamganj Correspondent
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Raaz Uddin
Chatak Correspondent

Amit Deb
Jagannathpur Correspondent

Abdul Hadi
Osmaninagar Correspondent

Rakil Hussain
Nabigonj Correspondent

Ojamil Chandro Nath
Gulapgonj Correspondent
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Bikul Chakraborty
Srimongal Correspondent
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éé For some, unconsciously, the default

LEGAL
PROFESSION:
STILLA

MAN’S

position is that the legal profession is
a ‘'man’s world' and the commercial
field is even more so.

I 'was initially called to the Bar in 2010 and acted as a county
court advocate, subsequently moving into the role of paralegal
and then qualifying as a chartered legal executive and finally as
a solicitor. Now an Associate Solicitor, | specialise in residential
development and act for a range of clients, from national
housebuilders to small landowners. On any giving day | could be
dealing with a land acquisition, drafting a joint venture
agreement, finalising funding arrangements for the bulk
purchase of multiple residential dwellings for rent or completing
a highways agreement. This is the field | thrive in, particularly as
it aligns with my vision to see safe, sustainable and affordable
housing for all - and | am by no means the only South Asian
woman working in this area. Nevertheless, in a career that has
spanned more than a decade, there has been more than one
occasion where it was assumed that | was a man - emails and
letters addressed to a 'Mr. Akthar’, surprise on hearing a
woman's voice on the phone, or surprise at seeing me for the
first time in a meeting. It was happening so often at one point
that it became a running joke at a previous law firm. And it
doesn't stop there either; sometimes when speaking to fellow
Bangladeshis in community settings, | find myself having to
explain - dare | say ‘prove’ - that | am perfectly capable of
working at a top 20 Legal 500 transatlantic law firm and still
manage to look after my daughter and fulfil other
responsibilities.

For some, unconsciously, the default position is that the legal
profession is a ‘'man's world' and the commercial field is even
more so. This is despite the pioneers who have already proven
that this space is just as much for South Asian women as it is for
anyone else. There is also a lack of understanding of how
lawyers and law firms operate; it isn't the area of law alone that
decides how 'busy’ you are but other factors such as the type of
firm, the region you work in and in some instances, the lawyers

WORLD?

Barrister Nazmin Akthar
You can just say Associate Solicitor

themselves. There is of course certainly a need to increase
representation within the legal profession, particularly at Partner
level in law firms. However, the first step is to remove the

& Charity Co-Founder

Over half of the UK legal profession is
represented by women and with
approximately 12% of lawyers being of
South Asian heritage, the representation
of the South Asian communities in the
legal profession is in fact higher than the
general UK population. We also have
notable examples of Bangladeshi
lawyers who have made their mark in the
history books. Despite this, every now
and then, my existence in this space
comes as a surprise - whether in the
profession, the community, or generally.

unconscious biases that remain prevalent even if not actively
spoken about. To that effect, | do certainly appreciate all those
individuals who admitted they didn't expect me to be a woman
and acknowledged on their own that they had made an
incorrect assumption. Mistakes happen - it is the repetitive
nature of the mistake that is the real concern and when people
admit to their unconscious biases, | see it as a sign that they do
want to address this and make changes.

This is also why role-modelling and mentoring is so important.
Without visible representation and accurate advice and
guidance, talented individuals may create their own barriers and
limit their aspirations just because they feel they do not belong.
This in turn will impact the representation within the profession
and will stint the progress made so far. A naturally competitive
field, there are enough hurdles to overcome within the legal
profession, we must not let anyone create their own on top of
that. We must challenge the stereotypes to stop them
becoming self-fulfilling prophecies.

19" Anniversary




FROM PLASTIC CRISIS

TO GLOBAL RECOGNITION:

A PERSONAL JOURNEY

TOWARD A GREENER TOMORROW

Kitagenda Sinan

In a world grappling with the pervasive
problem of plastic pollution, my vision
extends beyond the current challenges
faced in Uganda. The plastic issue in the
country is far from solved, presenting a
harsh reality that demands collective
attention and urgent action. However, my
gaze reaches toward a future where
innovative solutions pave the way for a
cleaner, healthier planet. This vision is not
confined by borders; it's a global
commitment to transforming the narrative
of plastic waste management.

Mujibur Rahman Green Investment

Recognising a Musketeer for Sustainability

Standing center stage at the prestigious
Commonwealth Trade and Investment
Forum, | wasn't just accepting the 2nd
Annual Commonwealth-Bangladesh
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Green Investment Award. | was embracing
a shared responsibility for a healthier
planet. Under the watchful gaze of
Bangladesh's esteemed Prime Minister,
HE Sheikh Hasina MP, | knew this
recognition wasn't just for me, but for
everyone dedicated to this cause.

From Crisis to Canvas: Unveiling the Power
of Innovation

My remarkable journey began with a
profound exploration of the challenges
posed by the rampant plastic waste crisis.
| understood that within every crisis lies
an opportunity for positive
metamorphosis. The current landscape of
plastic management in Bangladesh,
echoing the experiences of countless
communities across the globe, resonates
with a poignant call for robust solutions.
Amidst the plastic menace demanding
immediate attention, | see a canvas for
creative solutions and transformative
change.

Eco Brixs and EcoPlastile: Playgrounds of
Change

My passion found fertile ground in Eco
Brixs and EcoPlastile, Ugandan
playgrounds of innovation. For the last five
years, these entities stand as living proof
of the transformative power embedded
within sustainable practices. The award
bestowed upon me transcended mere
recognition; it served as a global
acknowledgment of the imperative to
address plastic waste— a responsibility
we all share

www.chsuk.tv | 33
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Empowering the Youth: Employment Opportunities in
Sustainable Innovation as a symphony of hope

The global plastic recycling industry is experiencing a crescendo of hope as
innovative technologies and novel approaches transform plastic waste into
valuable resources. This shift not only combats environmental concerns but also
opens up economic opportunities. In Bangladesh, the plastic recycling industry
has the potential to empower the youth, create meaningful employment
opportunities for Bangladesh's young generation. Skilled individuals are needed
to become architects of change, a catalyst for economic growth and
environmental stewardship. This is not just a shift, but an empowerment journey
for the youth, a testament to the potential of sustainable practices worldwide.

|
My Journey: A Global Perspective on Plastic

777

Recycling

My journey, from navigating the maze of X X X
plastic management challenges to x x x
architecting innovative solutions, has

sculpted my global perspective on plastic
recycling. As we celebrate Bangladesh's
Victory Day and the Anniversary of Channel S
TV, the milestones achieved serve as
reflective markers on a path well traversed.
This journey, propelled by an unwavering
commitment to sustainability, a relentless
quest for innovation, and an unshakeable
belief in the power of individual change,
inspires us all.

Towards a Plastic-Free Future: A Legacy for
Generations

As we celebrate these milestones, let us
envision with me a future where Bangladesh,
with its rich history and dynamic youth, not
only joins the ranks of sustainability pioneers
but leads the charge towards a world
emancipated from the clutches of plastic
pollution.

Let every piece of plastic waste tell a story of
transformation, a testament to the collective
commitment to a sustainable and
plastic-free world. As we clink glasses to
these significant milestones, let this be a
resounding call for a harmonious coexistence
between humanity and the environment,
fostering a legacy for generations vyet
unborn.

The Journey Continues: Towards a Plastic-Free Future

The Commonwealth-Bangladesh Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Green Investment
Award is a significant achievement for Kitagenda, who is focused on sustainable living and a
world free from plastic pollution. Sinan envisions a future where every recycled product
contributes to the collective well-being of communities worldwide. The award is a call for a
harmonious coexistence between humanity and the environment, fostering a legacy that will
resonate for generations to come. Kitagenda Sinan is committed to a plastic-free world and
encourages others to join him in making a difference.

Kitagenda Sinan
Sustainable Innovator in Plastic Recycling
CWEIC-Commonwealth Green Investment Award Winner 2023-Dhaka



I | RAVELING FOR PEACE

A JOURNEY OF
167 COUNTRIES

Najmun Nahar Sohagi
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Embarking on a journey that traverses the landscapes of 167
countries, my odyssey has evolved into a profound exploration of

the universal language of love and harmony that binds all of
humanity. The seeds of my adventurous spirit were sown by my
father's encouragement and the captivating tales of my
grandfather's travels-a legacy that ignited a fervor within me to
challenge societal norms and the limitations imposed on girls.




Growing up in a society where girls were confined within four walls, their dreams tethered to
permission and a companion, | felt a compelling need to break free from these constraints.
Embracing the strength within me, | set forth as an independent woman, navigating the
challenges and uncertainties that accompany such a bold endeavor.

=, £ =
I've often had the support of strangers who've helped me through all these problems, and who've become my friends
— | B

A crucial chapter in my journey unfolded under the guidance of my teacher,
Amanutullah Sir. A seemingly simple puzzle of a global map became the catalyst for a
burning desire to traverse the world. His encouragement and unwavering belief in my
potential laid the foundation for my extraordinary journey.

As | embarked on solo travels, | encountered the richness of diverse cultures, overcame
perilous situations, and bore witness to the beauty and resilience of humanity. From
surviving the African savannah without sustenance to facing an armed robbery in the
bustling streets of Guatemala City, each challenge became a stepping stone toward the
realisation of my dreams.

-

Bujumbura, Burundi, Africa

It takes extensive research to create an economical travel plan

Every country | visited unveiled its
unique stories, with the kindness of
strangers often leaving an indelible
mark. Amidst the pangs of missing

Yet, my mission extended beyond
personal fulfillment; it sought to serve as

a beacon of peace in a world marked by
conflicts, racism, and religious battles.
My purpose was clear: to disseminate
the message of peace, especially
among children and youth-the future
stewards of our planet.

home-cooked meals and the comforts of
my own culture, surrogate families
emerged in the unlikeliest corners of the
world. A couple in Guinea Bissau
welcomed me with open arms, offering
shelter and a taste of their traditional
cuisine-an echo of the warmth of my
own home.
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= Adapting to the unpredictability of life on the road became a profound lesson in resilience.
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In Uganda, a simple act of distributing food to impoverished children brought forth radiant
smiles, reinforcing the transformative power of compassion. These encounters reaffirmed my
unwavering belief in the oneness of humanity, fortifying my commitment to being a

messenger of peace.

{
| Baku (Caspian sea side) Azarbaijan

Facing physical challenges, from
the blistering temperatures of
the Sahara Desert to surviving an
insect bite in the heart of Africa,
| held my country's flag high.

Scaling the highest summit in
Peru's Rainbow Mountains,
despite the perilous conditions,
became a testament to the
indomitable spirit of humanity
and a celebration of our shared
existence.
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Adapting to the
unpredictability of life on
the road became a
profound lesson in
resilience. My goal of
reaching 200 countries
transcended personal
milestones, embodying the
idea that despite our
differences we are all part
of one universal energy. As
a solo traveler, an Asian, a
Muslima, and a woman, |
shattered stereotypes,
embracing the oneness
that unites us all.

In the face of numerous
dangers, | never wavered
in My quest for peace,
humanity, love, and
harmony. My message
remains steadfast: no war,
only peace. Let us
collectively strive to save
the planet and cherish the
oneness that binds us all
as humans.

Malahini Island, Maldives

The seeds of my adventurous spirit were sown by my father's encouragement
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THE G.O.A.T
LIONEL MESSI

by Farhan Masud Khan
Head of Programmes, Channel S TV

Messi, the soccer legend, known
for® his incredible sRill and astounding
moves, has left an indelible mark on the
world of football. He played a crucial role in securing Argentina’s

third FIFA World Cup win in 2022 and continues to redefine the
game.

THE MIGHTY MESSI

Lionel Messi, hailing from Argentina, is a football maestro who has graced teams like FC
Barcelona, Paris Saint-Germain, and now lights up the MLS with Inter Miami CF. Starting as a teen
sensation, Messi's journey from Argentina to Spain, backed by Barcelona's support for his
medical needs, led him to become one of the greatest in football history. His achievements with
FC Barcelona include numerous league titles and trophies. He also set a record for most
goals in a calendar year in 2012 and, a decade later, triumphed with Argentina in
the FIFA World Cup. After his stint in Paris Saint-Germain, he's now thrilling fans in
Miami since July 2023

FACTS GALORE

Full Name: Luis Lionel Andres Messi
Born: June 24,1987
Birthplace: Rosario, Argentina
Astrological Sign: Cancer
Club Teams: Barcelonaq, PSG,
Miami

THE NUMBERS GAME

and Inter

Messi’'s career highlights as of October 2023:
. Appearances: 1,044

. Goals: 821

. Assists: 324

Messi played for FC Barcelona for 17 seasons before joining Paris

Saint-Germain in 2021 for two seasons. In June 2023, he announced plans to
join MLS" Inter Miami club. Messi has claimed FIFA's World Player Trophy a
whopping seven times and the Ballon d'Or eight times, making history as the first active
MLS player to win the latter. Messi also clinched the European Golden - Shoe for top
scorer a remarkable six times, two more than his nearest rival, . Cristiano Ronaldo.
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Family Matters

In 2017, Messi tied the knot with Antonella Roccuzzo, his childhood sweetheart from
Rosario. Together, they're raising a trio of dynamic youngsters: Thiago, Mateo, and
Ciro.

Messi's journey through the football cosmos continues to astound and inspire fans
worldwide, proving why he's hailed as the GOAT (Greatest Of All Time) in the world
of soccer!

Messi enjoying world cup winning moment with spouse Antonella Roccuzzo & Children Thiago, Mateo, and Giro

Quotes

‘I have fun like a child in the street. When the day
comes when I'm not enjoying it, | will leave football."

‘I've never stopped being Argentine, and |'ve never
wanted to. | feel very proud of being Argentine, even
though I left there. I've been clear about this since |
was very young, and | never wanted to change.”

‘Something deep in my character allows me to take
the hits and get on with trying to win. I've always had
this ability to get up and get on with it."

Iwasn't teased as a child for my size. In fact, I think
! had more affection because | was small”

‘I am lucky, I live by my passion, and there are a lot
of people who work, doing what they don't like and
are badly paid for that."

Messi, the Greatest Of All Time (GOAT).
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