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VICTORY DAY OF

BANGLADESH

We pay our deepest respect to the martyrs, freedom fighters,
and all those who sacrificed their dignity in the struggle for
independence. On this auspicious occasion of the 53rd
Victory Day of Bangladesh, we honour their unparalleled
bravery and sacrifice.
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Our deepest respect and gratitude go to all the martyrs of the
Great War of Independence in 1971. We will never forget the
sacrifice of the 3 million lives and the countless mothers and
sisters who endured unimaginable suffering. Today, we stand
proud as Bengalis, Bangladeshis, or British Bangladeshis because
of their unmatched sacrifice. Their blood and resilience gave us the
freedom to build our identities and shape our destinies.

Over the past two decades, the world has undergone an
unprecedented transformation. Advances in technology, changes
in lifestyles, shifts in global power, and climate challenges have
reshaped how we live and connect. The media industry has been
no exception, and since its establishment in 2004, Channel S has
been at the forefront, committed to serving the British Bangladeshi
community.

For nearly one million strong British Bangladeshi community
members, Channel S is more than a media outlet—it is their voice
and a trusted platform. Our mission has grown from delivering
quality content to reaching underserved global communities and
spreading peace, love, and harmony.

However, the media landscape is changing rapidly. Viewing habits
are shifting towards online platforms, driven by broadband growth
and new digital devices. By 2040, scheduled TV viewing is
expected to drop significantly. Recognising this, Channel S is
preparing for a new era. By next year, our audience will enjoy even
greater access to our content online and on digital platforms,
ensuring we stay relevant in this changing world.

2024 will be remembered as a historic chapter for Bangladesh—a
year defined by the revolution, resilience, and determination of
Gen Z. Their leadership came at a cost of over 1,500 innocent lives.

Their struggle symbolises hope and a brighter future for the nation.

2024 is a year for Bangladesh, a year for Gen Z

A

Farhan Masud Khan

Head of Programmes, Channel S Television
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Dear Viewers and Supporters,

As we celebrate the 20th anniversary of Channel S Television, we
reflect with pride on the remarkable journey we have undertaken
together. Since our inception two decades ago, we have remained
committed to providing quality programming that entertains, informs,
and inspires. This milestone is not just a reflection of our achievements
but also a tribute to the trust and support we have received from you,
our valued viewers.

The journey of Channel S has been one of resilience and innovation.
Over the years, we have consistently embraced new technologies,
trends, and storytelling methods to meet the evolving needs of our
audience. Today, we are proud to be recognised as a leading voice
within the British Bangladeshi community, delivering content that
resonates with viewers not only in the UK but across the globe.

However, this year's anniversary also coincides with a time of significant
political and economic uncertainty, both globally and in Bangladesh.
The volatility of the political landscape and the challenging economic
conditions have affected many, including our community. At Channel S,
we understand the concerns and challenges that our viewers face. We
stand with you during these difficult times, continuing our commitment
to providing valuable, balanced, and informative programming that
offers clarity amidst uncertainty.

Despite these challenges, we remain focused on our mission to serve
our community, to celebrate our culture, and to promote the positive
contributions of Bangladeshis worldwide. As we enter our third decade,
we will continue to uphold the values of integrity, creativity, and
community service that have defined us from the start.

We also take this moment to thank our dedicated team and partners
who make Channel S Television a trusted name in broadcasting. Their
passion and hard work drive us forward, and their creativity ensures
that we remain a platform that reflects the diversity and richness of our
audience.

As we look to the future, we are excited for the new opportunities that
lie ahead. We are committed to evolving with the times while staying
true to our roots, providing content that reflects both the challenges
and triumphs of the communities we serve.

On behalf of everyone at Channel S, | extend our warmest gratitude to
all of you for being part of this incredible journey. We look forward to
another 20 years of storytelling, innovation, and service.

Best wishes for a bright and prosperous future.

W)L{Lj/)

Ahmed us Samad Chowdhury JP
Chairman, Channel S Television
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Dear All,

As Channel S Television celebrates its 20th anniversary, we look back
with immense pride on the journey we've shared. Over the last two
decades, our commitment to delivering quality programming has
allowed us to become a trusted voice for the British-Bangladeshi
community. This milestone is a reflection of your continued support,
and we are truly grateful for the trust you have placed in us.

From the very beginning, Channel S has been more than just a
television station; it has been a bridge connecting our community, a
mirror reflecting our shared experiences, and a voice amplifying our
hopes and aspirations. We have celebrated triumphs, mourned losses,
and engaged in meaningful conversations that have shaped our
understanding of ourselves and the world around us.

Our success is built on innovation, creativity, and resilience. As we
continue to evolve with the changing media landscape, we remain
dedicated to producing content that informs, entertains, and reflects
the values of our diverse audience. We strive to highlight the rich
culture of Bangladesh, share its achievements, and provide a platform
for important community discussions.

This year, as we mark two decades of Channel S, we are also mindful of
the current political and economic challenges facing Bangladesh and
the world. The volatile situation, both politically and economically, has
impacted many, and we stand by our community, offering support and
information during these uncertain times.

As we look to the future, we remain focused on our mission to serve
you with integrity and dedication. We are excited for the next chapter,
continuing to adapt to the needs of our viewers while staying true to
our roots. We are committed to upholding the values that have defined
us for the past 20 years: a commitment to quality, a dedication to our
community, and a passion for storytelling that resonates.

Thank you for being a part of this incredible journey. We look forward to
another 20 years of storytelling, innovation, and community service,
together.

Mahee Ferdhause Jalil
Founder, Channel S Television
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Dear All,

| warmly welcome you all as we celebrate a significant milestone—20
years of Channel S. This incredible journey would not have been
possible without the support of our viewers, advertisers, and the
dedicated Channel S team. Your trust and commitment have been the
foundation of our success, and for that, I extend my deepest gratitude.

As we commemorate this special anniversary, we also pay tribute to
Bangladeshs Victory Day—a powerful reminder of our nation's
resilience, unity, and enduring spirit. Channel S has always been more
than a television channel; it is a bridge that connects communities,
celebrates cultural heritage, and keeps us informed and inspired
through diverse and engaging content.

As we confront these challenging times, marked by both domestic and
global uncertainties, it's more important than ever to stand together
and support one another. The recent political developments in
Bangladesh have highlighted the importance of resilience and unity.
Channel S TV remains committed to delivering quality content that
informs, entertains, and inspires. We believe in the power of media to
bring people together and foster understanding and empathy.

This year, | am delighted to announce the success of Catering Circle
Live Shows Season 8: Talent Show 2024. We have celebrated 10
talented winners and showcased the success stories of over 70
exceptional restaurants across the UK. This dynamic season addressed
key issues such as the rising cost of living, technological
advancements, Al-driven marketing strategies, and energy-saving and
sustainability efforts.

The Catering Circle continues to be an essential platform for the UK's
catering industry. Last year's Business Conference and Restaurant Star
Show Awards demonstrated the resilience and innovation of our
restaurateurs, providing valuable insights on overcoming challenges
such as workforce shortages and escalating costs. As the industry
adapts to changes in immigration policies and employment
frameworks, we remain committed to advocating for recognition of the
invaluable contributions made by catering professionals.

Looking ahead, Channel S remains steadfast in its mission to deliver
innovative content and support the industries we serve. Our focus
continues to be on connecting people, telling impactful stories, and
driving positive change.

To our incredible viewers, thank you for being an integral part of the
Channel S journey. Your loyalty and engagement inspire us every day.
Together, we will continue to reach new heights.

Happy 20th Anniversary to Channel S, and best wishes for the year
ahead!

W

Md Abdul Haque

Vice-Chairman, Channel S Television
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As we mark 20 incredible years of broadcasting excellence and the
Victory Day of Bangladesh, | would like to take a moment to reflect on
the remarkable journey that has brought us to this milestone. Two
decades ago, a young British Bengali entrepreneur named Mahee
Ferdhaus had a simple vision: to create a television service that not only
delivers high-quality content but also connects with audiences across
the UK and beyond in the language they speak and understand.

Today, that vision has evolved into a vibrant, innovative platform that
millions trust and enjoy every day. From our humble beginnings to
becoming a leading satellite TV channel, our success is a testament to
the hard work, passion, and dedication of everyone involved-our
exceptional colleagues, loyal viewers, advertisers and trusted charity
partners.

Channel S, our 24-hour TV channel, has become a household name
and the most trustworthy platform for donations to our charity partners
across all causes. Even as our Bangla-speaking audience spans the
boundless reaches of Europe, America, and the Middle East, they
remain closely connected to our beloved motherland.

This anniversary is not just a celebration of the past but also a promise
for the future. We remain committed to providing our audience with
engaging content, groundbreaking entertainment, and the most
up-to-date technology in broadcasting. As we look ahead, we are
excited about the opportunities that lie before us, and we are
determined to continue pushing boundaries and setting new
standards.

Thank you for your continued support, for being a part of our journey,
and for making our first 20 years so memorable. Here's to the next
chapter in what will surely be an even brighter future.

\X/ith best wishes.

I

Taz Choudhury
CEO, Channel S Television
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The Rise of the
Anti-Quota Movement

Omar Zahid

Bangladesh's political landscape
witnessed a historic shift on 5 August 2024,
as the regime of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina collapsed under the pressure of the
anti-quota protests, marking Bangladesh's
‘second liberation.” The protests, led by
university students, began on 1 July 2024,
after the High Court reinstated the 30%
quota of civil service jobs reserved for the
descendants of freedom fighters who
participated in Bangladesh's liberation
movement in 1971, overturning a 2018
executive order by Hasina's regime to
abolish it.

The protests, initially peaceful, escalated
when Hasina made a controversial remark

equating the protesters to
‘Razakars'—collaborators with  Pakistan
during the 1971 Liberation War. This

triggered widespread outrage, especially
among students, and the protests
intensified. On 16 July, Abu Sayed, a
25-year-old student, was shot dead by
police while protesting in Rangpur. In the
aftermath, the regime cracked down on
demonstrators by blocking internet access,
imposing curfews, and issuing security
forces with shoot-on-sight orders in an
attempt to stifle the movement.

Despite this, the protests continued,
underpinned by widespread dissent
against the previous regime, which had
allegedly become authoritarian, corrupt,
and economically exclusionary. Violent
suppression did not deter the protesters,
and on 5 August 2024, after 36 days of
mass protests, Sheikh Hasina was forced to
resign, marking the end of 15 years of
controversial rule.

The Economic Legacy of Hasina's Regime
Under Hasina, Bangladesh experienced
economic growth, largely driven by the
ready-made garment (RMG) industry and
remittance inflows. However, this growth
masked inherent structural problems
within the economic system. The nation's
young population, who constitute about
70% of the workforce, faced chronic
underemployment and a lack of job
opportunities. Despite an average GDP
growth rate of 6% since 2001, wealth
inequality widened. The top 5% of the
population earned 30% of the national
income in 2022, while youth
unemployment stood at 10%, double the
national average.

The quota system, originally intended to

support the descendants of freedom
fighters, had become a tool of political
patronage. The lack of merit-based hiring
led to widespread frustration among the
youth, culminating in the quota reform
movement, which ultimately led
Hasina's downfall.




The Interim Government's Task

Following the regime’s collapse, Nobel laureate Dr Muhammad Yunus was appointed as the
Chief Adviser to the interim government. He faces the monumental task of stabilising a
nation rocked by political instability, economic mismanagement, and the deterioration of law
and order. To rebuild the economy, the interim government will need to address critical
issues such as soaring inflation, which reached 11.66% in July 2024—the highest in 13
years—as well as food inflation, which hit a record 14.10%, exacerbated by supply chain
disruptions.

The banking sector, which had been plagued by alleged corruption and political influence
under the previous regime, also requires urgent reforms. High-profile loan defaults and the
growth of crony capitalism under the previous administration left many state-owned banks in
disarray. The interim government must establish a banking commission to investigate these
irregularities and prevent further economic crises. Rebuilding trust in the financial sector will
be critical for attracting foreign and private investment, which is essential for economic
recovery.

Police Reform and Restoring Law and Order

The police force, which had been
politicised and used to suppress
opposition under Hasina's rule,
played a central role in the brutal
suppression of protests, with
many officers acting with impunity.

The interim government must
prioritise major reform of law
enforcement agencies to ensure
they serve the public rather than
political interests. This includes
addressing corruption, improving
working conditions, and ensuring
accountability for human rights
violations. Establishing an
independent commission to
oversee police actions and
investigating abuses of power will
be critical for restoring public
trust.

77
Rebuilding Bangladesh's Future

Despite the economic mismanagement of the ousted regime, Bangladesh still
possesses valuable assets that can help rebuild the nation. Key sectors such as
the RMG industry and remittances remain strong, providing a foundation for
future economic growth. The interim government's focus on reforming key state
institutions—such as the Election Commission, judiciary, and police—will be
critical for establishing good governance and restoring public faith in
democratic processes. Rebuilding the economy, addressing income inequality,
and creating job opportunities for the youth are essential steps for the nation’s
long-term stability. The youth, who were central to the anti-quota protests,
must be included in shaping the future of the country.

July 36: Anti Quota Movement 20" Anniversary | www.chsuk.tv | 11



Conclusion

The student-led anti-quota movement, which began as a demand for fair job opportunities,
became a symbol of broader dissatisfaction with the regime's authoritarian practices. Now, there
is an opportunity for real political and economic reform.

Dr Muhammad Yunus and the interim government have widespread public support and an
opportunity to build a more democratic, transparent, and rights-based society. However, this will
require addressing deep-rooted corruption, implementing necessary economic reforms, and
ensuring the protection of human rights. The youth, led by Gen Z, once seen as the future of
Bangladesh, now hold the key to its present and future. As the country looks towards rebuilding,
the resilience and unity of its people will determine the path forward.

Omar Zahid
Research Fellow at The Global Policy Institute




BRIDGING HORIZONS:
HOW GEN ZIN THE BANGLADESHI

DIASPORA CANPROPELTECHINNOVATION
BETWEEN THEUK AND BANGLADESH

Professor Yu Xiong

As the world stands on the threshold of an Learning Indaba in Africa, a pan-African
unprecedented technological revolution, initiative teaching Al skills to students and
driven by advancements in artificial professionals across the continent. Similar
intelligence (Al) and Web 3.0, a unique programmes led by Bangladeshi Gen Z
opportunity presents itself for the professionals in the UK could bring Al boot
Bangladeshi diaspora in the camps or online courses to Bangladesh.
UK—particularly among Generation Z. This By immersing themselves in cutting-edge
digitally native generation, equipped with ~ technologies such as Al and Web 3.0,
global perspectives and a deep affinity for ~ theése young professionals can acquire
technology, holds the potential to act as a  SKills that they bring back to implement
bridge between the UK and Bangladesh, innovative solutions addressing local
fostering innovation and propelling challenges.

Bangladesh onto the global stage.

Transformation
80% L 6.2%
Fiber of Dlgltal GDP

Connectivity in Contributed by
y BangladeSh telecom sector

Bangladesh

160 57th
Million+ Country

Mobile Phone Launched own
subscribers satellite

Leveraging Global Networks

London, as a global hub of business,
academia, and politics, offers the
Bangladeshi diaspora unparalleled
opportunities to connect with international
leaders and influencers. Gen Z can
leverage these networks to foster
collaborations, attract investments, and
bring global attention to Bangladesh's
potential as a tech hub.

The experience of the Indian diaspora in
Silicon Valley demonstrates the
transformative power of global networks.
Influential figures like Vinod Khosla and
SEINE! Nadella bridged knowledge,
networks, and investments to transform
India’s tech ecosystem. Bangladeshi Gen Z
in London can replicate this model by
Source: National Strategy for Artificial Intellgence Cormecting BangladeShi Start—ups with

Bangladesh 2019-2024 investors, thought leaders, and
policymakers, fostering initiatives that
support Bangladesh's growth in the tech

Al is no longer the exclusive domain of sector.
developed nations or large corporations. It

94 88

Million+ Million+

Total Intgrnet Mobile Internet
subscribers subscribers

Embracing the Al Revolution

h volv me mor i ] ;
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\x/lth user-friendly Imterfaces Iand lower Earnings $600
barriers to entry. This democratisation of Al 75000 2 Million
ICT professionals being
present; an unpreced_ented chance for irited by Government @ -
developing countries like Bangladesh to $300 Million
leap forward in economic development 170,000 gl —_—
d i ti G 7 in the di educational institutions I 215 2008 2015
and innovation. Gen Z in the diaspora can i ave mutimedia
play a pivotal role in this transformation. labs —
One powerful example comes from Deep 2016 ¢ \jillion
24,122
ik Budgetary i
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Source: National Strategy for Artificial Intellgence-Bangladesh 2019-2024
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Positioning Bangladesh as a Tech Hub

Bangladesh's competitive advantage lies in its lower labour costs and a
burgeoning youth population eager to participate in the tech revolution. With
strategic investments in education and training, the country can cultivate a
workforce skilled in Al and other advanced technologies. This not only creates job
opportunities but also positions Bangladesh as a valuable resource for other parts
of the world seeking tech solutions.

\
The success of Pathao, a Bangladeshi start-up founded with the involvement of §
diaspora members, serves as a blueprint. Pathao transformed transportation in \
Bangladesh and attracted international investment. Similarly, UK-based \
Bangladeshi Gen Z could foster tech entrepreneurship in Bangladesh by \
encouraging investments in incubation centres, like Singapore's BLOCK71, which \
provides mentorship, networking, and funding for tech start-ups. Such hubs could \
make Bangladesh a regional leader in Al and Web 3.0 technologies. &

Democratising Education through Al

One of the most transformative impacts of Al

lies in its ability to make education more

accessible and affordable. Al-powered —

educational platforms can personalise

learning experiences, reach students in -|—26% )
remote areas, and reduce the cost of ‘|7tr 45/0
education delivery. By integrating such

technologies into Bangladesh's education

feedback, detailed justification reports, and ,l'”ml
performance analytics. These features help

improve  students’ writing skills  and  Industrial Revolution

system, the country can build a more skilled

academic performance whil optimising  Trensferming industries and Innavatian

educators’ workloads. The platform also Lr“
enhances the quality of education by ﬁnﬂunu :f

economy.

A compelling example of this potential is
KEATH.ai, an Al-driven academic assessment
tool developed by researchers at the
University of Surrey. KEATH.ai revolutionises
the marking and feedback process for
educators by providing personalised

and adaptable workforce ready to meet the
demands of a rapidly changing global
ensuring consistent and comprehensive
assessments.

Bangladeshi schools and universities could
adopt KEATH.ai to provide personalised
learning experiences for students,
particularly in under-resourced rural areas.
Such initiatives would democratise education
and prepare the next generation of
Bangladeshi youth to thrive in a global,
technology-driven economy.

Source: National Strategy for Artificial Intellgence
Catalysing Economic Growth Bangladesh 2019-2024

The integration of Al and advanced technologies into businesses can significantly reduce
operational costs and increase efficiency. For Bangladesh, this means that companies can
become more competitive on a global scale, attracting foreign investment and expanding into
new markets.

B How Gen Z in the Bangladeshi Diaspora Can Propel Tech Innovation 20" Anniversary | www.chsuk.tv | 14



A parallel can be drawn with Georgia's blockchain-powered
land registry, which has reduced fraud and improved trust in
property ownership. Gen Z professionals with blockchain
expertise could bring similar innovations to Bangladesh's

governance systems,

tackling inefficiencies and boosting
transparency. These efforts would create an environment
conducive to tech-driven growth and attract multinational

companies to invest in the country.

» Speech recognition

« Handwriting recognition
» Optical character recognition
«» Image and video recognition
« Facial recognition

» Natural language understanding

« Machine translation B

« Sentiment analysis

Source: BCG analysis.

Creating a New Global Identity

The active involvement of Gen Z in
technological innovation can help
reshape Bangladesh's global
identity. Moving beyond traditional
perceptions, the country can be
recognised as a forward-thinking
nation embracing the future. This
new identity can attract tourists,
investors, and international partners,
further integrating Bangladesh into
the global community.

The e-Residency programme in
Estonia highlights how embracing
technology can redefine a nation’s
global image. By implementing

» NO
Research & Development

® Sklllmg &
Industrialization of | 5: @ Resk\lllng The
Al Technologies Al Workforce

®

Funding & Accelerating
Al Start-ups

6]
Data & Digital
Infrastructure
O,
Ethics, Data Privacy,
Security and Regulations

National Strategy
For Al, Bangladesh

Al STRATEGY & DEVELOPMENT ROADMAP

similar programmes, such as Web
3.0-powered business registration,
Bangladesh could attract
entrepreneurs and investors
worldwide, boosting the country's
tech ecosystem. Bangladeshi Gen Z
in the UK could champion this effort,

« Speech synthesis

« Natural language generation

« Robotic process automation

« Control of other systems
through APIs

« Case-based
reasoning
« Expert systems

« Recommender systems
« Data mining

« Deep learning

= Reinforcement learning
» Unsupervised learning
« Supervised learning

using social media and international
conferences to share success
stories and promote the country’s
achievements.

Al ENVISIONED NATIONAL PRIORITIES
OF BANGLADESH

Empowering Women in Tech

The success of global initiatives like
She Loves Tech, which empowers
women-led  start-ups in  tech,
highlights  the importance of
inclusivity in innovation. UK-based
Gen Z women in the Bangladeshi
diaspora could create similar
programmes  for  Bangladeshi
women, addressing gender gaps in
the tech sector and fostering a more
diverse ecosystem.

Chair Professor of Business Analytics
Director, Surrey Academy for Blockchain and Metaverse Applications

I How Gen Z in the Bangladeshi Diaspora Can Propel Tech Innovation

BSc, PhD, CEng, PGCHET, FHEA

O 3 Foreigr:Iogmership 05
Free
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Vehicle Import

on E-commerce
02 06
10 Years of Duty Free Import
TAX Ememption for Capital
for IT Compaines Machinery
01 07
. gf:ﬁ:{m 16 Hi-Tech Park
for Developer
deshAl
INCENTIVE FOR INVESTORS
Conclusion

The convergence of accessible Al
technologies and the dynamism of
Generation Z presents a historic
opportunity for Bangladesh. The
Bangladeshi diaspora in the UK, with
its unique position at the
intersection  of  cultures and
economies, can be the catalyst for
this transformation. By embracing
advanced technologies, leveraging
international networks, and
investing in education, they can
propel Bangladesh into a new era of
innovation and global engagement.

The success stories from nations
like India, Estonia, and Singapore
show that the journey ahead is
possible with strategic vision and
effort. As Al and technology
continue to reshape the world,
Bangladesh has the chance to leap
forward, transcending traditional

barriers and forging a path of
prosperity and influence.

Al FOR SMART MOBILITY & TRANSPORTATION

Call to Action

It is crucial for community leaders,
educators, and policymakers to
recognise and support the potential
of Gen Z. By providing the necessary
resources, platforms, and
encouragement, we can empower
these young innovators to realise
their visions. Together, we can build
a future where Bangladesh stands
as a beacon of technological
advancement, contributing to a
more interconnected and exciting
world.

Professor Yu Xiong

Associate Vice-President

20" Anniversary | www.chsuk.tv | 15



Adapting to New
Challenges & Shifting
Trends Jeffrey Ali [

The The British curry industry, long celebrated as a cornerstone of the nation's culinary
®g O landscape, is undergoing a seismic shift. As costs soar and customer preferences
BntISh evolve, restaurateurs are forced to navigate a host of challenges that demand both
resilience and innovation. This is a pivotal moment for an industry that has long

Curry embodied the spirit of multicultural Britain. As the director of the British Curry Guide,
Spice Business, and British Curry Day—initiatives founded by my late father, Enam Al

Indust MBE—continue to evolve in his visionary footsteps, it is clear that we are entering an
l v era marked by profound transformation. While challenges abound, there are also

opportunities for reinvention that will define the future of this beloved industry.

An Industry in Flux

In recent years, the UK has seen the closure of a significant number of Bangladeshi-owned restaurants—once the
backbone of the British curry industry. Rising operational costs, labour shortages, and generational shifts have made it
increasingly difficult for these family-run establishments to remain competitive. At the same time, a new wave of Indian
and Sri Lankan-owned businesses has risen to prominence, often reflecting changing consumer tastes.

Today’s diners are drawn to concepts inspired by street food and fusion cuisine. Dishes that were once staples are
sharing the spotlight with creative takes on regional specialities and innovative flavour combinations. These fresh
approaches are redefining the market, catering to customers seeking authentic yet contemporary dining experiences.

The Labour Landscape: Opportunity and Responsibility

A critical factor in the industry’s survival has been the recent increase in skilled labour through Tier 2 worker visas. This
policy has enabled many restaurants to address chronic staffing shortages by bringing in trained chefs and staff from
overseas. However, this influx comes with its own responsibilities. It is vital to ensure that staff feel valued and
supported—both professionally and personally. A positive workplace culture, fair compensation, and opportunities for
growth are essential to retaining this workforce. If these conditions are not met, there is a real risk of the industry
slipping back into crisis when immigration rules inevitably tighten again. Creating an appealing and sustainable
environment for workers is not just a moral obligation but a strategic necessity.

Rising Costs and Industry Adaptation

The financial pressures on restaurants are immense. Inflation has driven up ingredient prices, utility bills, and rents,
while the recent National Insurance increase has placed a disproportionate burden on small businesses. Many owners
are faced with tough decisions: absorb the costs, raise prices, or risk compromising on quality.

Adapting to these challenges requires creativity and collaboration. Some restaurants have found success by
diversifying their menus, introducing subscription services, or focusing on high-margin items like takeaway meals.
Others are turning to digital tools, using social media and delivery platforms to expand their reach and build customer
loyalty.

A Shared Mission for a Resilient Future

Despite the challenges, the curry industry remains resilient, bolstered by a shared commitment to its future. Industry
leaders, restauranteurs, and communities are working together to make the sector more appealing to both customers
and workers. This includes modernising marketing strategies, embracing sustainability, and fostering a culture of
innovation.

At its heart, the British curry industry is a story of adaptation and perseverance.

From its humble beginnings to its role as a national institution, it has always risen to meet the demands of the moment.
As we face this period of transition, the focus must remain on preserving its rich heritage while embracing the new ideas
and opportunities that will shape its future.

With collaboration, creativity, and a commitment to nurturing its workforce, the industry can not only survive but thrive,
ensuring that British curry continues to be a beloved part of the nation's identity for generations to come.

Jeffrey Ali
Director, British Curry Guide




SYRIA IS FREE: WHAT NEXT?

Dr. Mounir Hakimi

The world watched for 2 weeks as Syria
toppled its violent dictatorship. But we should
know that this wasnt a moment 2 weeks in the
making. It wasnt even a moment 14 years in the
making. This is the consequence of resilience

to persecution over the course of half a century.

When the Syrian Revolution commenced in
2011, it was in response to the degradation of
the quality of life for over 25 million people.
What ignited, was one of the most significant
humanitarian crises of recent history. 14 million
displaced from their homes, millions left
without food, water, or shelter, half a million
killed in military action.

Action For Humanity launched as Syria Relief,
just weeks after the revolution began. We
started with the intention to provide food, water,
and immediate medical care for the few
anticipated months of war. As the conflict grew,
so did our operation, and now we support 10
people around the world every minute. But
unfortunately, much of that support will need to
continue on.

Syria is now at a critical juncture in its history.

The fall of the Assad regime toppled half a
century of abhorrent atrocities, but it doesn't

wipe the legacy of that violence. Millions of
people will wake up tomorrow, still cold,
without food and water. They will still need the
support of humanitarian agencies. But now;, for
the first time since 1970, there is a clear path to
a society in which they won't need our support.

The recent developments in Syria present a
critical moment for the UK and Western
governments to step up support for the Syrian
people. Immediate priorities include increasing
humanitarian assistance to address the return
of displaced people, food insecurity,

and the urgent need for healthcare and shelter.
Additionally, facilitating an inclusive political transition
is essential to establishing a stable, democratic
governance structure that upholds human rights and
prevents the exploitation of the current instability.

Mid-term  efforts should focus on economic
reconstruction, including lifting sanctions tied to
adherence to international norms, and rebuilding
essential infrastructure. Investments in education,
healthcare, and water systems can help restore
normalcy and improve living conditions. Western
governments should also support conditions for the
safe and voluntary return of refugees while ensuring
their dignity and security without pushing this
immediately. Now is the time to show solidarity and
commitment to  Syrias  recovery, leveraging
international attention to drive meaningful change.

Around the world, Syrians are feeling a sense of
change - a renewed sense of hope. But we must
remember that this crisis didn't begin two weeks ago. It
didn't even begin 14 years ago. A crisis 50 years in the
making, will take strong political and financial support
to recover from, and the patience of our international
supporters as we begin to understand our new country.

\ ¥

N\ Dr. Mounir Hakimi

Chairman, Action for Humanity &
Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon
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How British Bangladeshi Journalist

THASLIMA BEGUM HELPED TO EVACUATE
A CHILD FROM GAZA

® Mazyouna, whose face was ‘ripped off’ by Israeli missile, allowed to leave Gaza

® Guardian journalist Thaslima Begum'’s report leads to Israel approving 12-year-old's
medical evacuation from Gaza

Mazyouna Damoo, seen here with a volunteer British doctor, Mohammed Tahir, needs urgent surgery on her face, which is unavailable in Gaza.
Photograph: Courtesy of Children Not Numbers

Mazyouna, whose face was ‘ripped
off' by Israeli missile, allowed to leave
Gaza. Israeli move follows Guardian's
Thaslima  Begum  report  that
12-year-old girls evacuation for
treatment had been repeatedly
blocked.

The Israeli authorities have permitted
Mazyouna Damoo, a 12-year-old
Palestinian girl whose face was
‘ripped off" when an lIsraeli missile
struck her home in June, to leave
Gaza for medical treatment, five days
after the Guardian reported that
repeated requests for her urgent
medical evacuation had been denied.
The Guardian highlighted the Damoo
family's desperate battle to get
Mazyouna evacuated from Gaza to
the United States to receive
emergency surgery on devastating
injuries to her face sustained in a
missile attack by the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF), which tore off half of her
cheek and exposed her jawbone.

The family said that, since June, five requests
for medical evacuation had been refused,
with no explanation from the Coordination of
Government Activities in  the Territories
(Cogat), the Israeli military body in Gaza
responsible for issuing permits to travel
abroad.

Her evacuation was confirmed by Cogat,
which told the Guardian: “Following a
thorough evaluation and diagnosis of her
medical condition, the girl has been granted

approval to leave Gaza accompanied by her
mother. Ongoing coordination with the

relevant authorities will ensure the

continuation of her treatment.”

It added: “Cogat makes every effort to
approve the departure of children and their
families for medical treatment, subject to
security checks conducted by Israeli security
authorities before they enter Israels
sovereign territory!




Doctors had warned that Mazyouna's life would be in danger if she did
not receive urgent surgery. There is still shrapnel in her neck causing her
immense pain every time she moves and her wound has become
infected. She requires specialised maxillofacial surgery, which is not
available in Gaza.

After initially saying that Mazyouna's mother would not be permitted to
travel with her, Cogat has now allowed her mother and younger sister to
leave with her. They also sustained injuries during the June attack, which
killed two of her other siblings.

The three left Gaza for Jordan this morning via the Kerem Shalom border
crossing and will be flown to the US for Mazyouna's surgery as soon as
possible.

Ahmed Damoo, Mazyouna's father, has been left alone in Gaza, with no
prospect of being reunited with his surviving family members.

‘I'am happy my daughter will finally get the medical treatment she
desperately needs," he said. ‘But it breaks my heart not knowing when -
or if — I will ever see my family again.

According to the UN children's aid agency, Unicef, there are an estimated
2,500 children in Gaza in urgent need of medical treatment they cannot
receive in the territory, where most health infrastructure has been
destroyed over the past 14 months of war. It said children were being
evacuated at a rate of fewer than one a day.

FAJR Scientific, a medical aid organisation, has been trying to evacuate
Mazyouna for treatment to the US since June. "Due to months of delays,
Mazyouna's condition has deteriorated significantly,” said Mosab Nasser,
chief executive officer at FAJR Scientific, who flew to Jordan on
Wednesday to accompany the family to the US for treatment.

Nasser said children in Gaza were being denied the medical care that
could save them and were then prevented from leaving for places where
help awaited them, with the Israeli authorities making exceptions “only
when it's too late”

He cited the example of four-year-old Elia Younis, who suffered
fourth-degree burns and amputations after an Israeli airstrike near her
home. Her mother, Eslam, also suffered severe burns and blood infection
but was denied medical evacuation and died last month.

“We recently evacuated Elia to Jordan but by then she had sepsis and
spent the last week in an ICU in Amman,” said Nasser. “Sadly, she passed
away last night and will be buried this afternoon - all this could have
been avoided if she had just been allowed to evacuate sooner

Written by

Thaslima Begum

Reporter, The Guardian
Award-winning Journalist

How British Bangladeshi journalist Thaslima Begum helped to evacuate a child from Gaza
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HOW |
BECAME AN
OWNER OF A

FOOTBALL

CLUB

Roj Rahman

| arrived in the UK with my mother, Tahera Begum, in August 1974 to join my father,
Al-Haj Mohammed Mortuza, who was already here. He worked tirelessly in the steel
industry, ensuring a better quality of life for us. Beyond his long hours at the
steelworks, my father invested in properties. He personally renovated and maintained
them, transforming them before renting them out. As one of six children, | learned
early on the importance of family, hard work, and community. My father taught me the
importance of contributing to the peace, prosperity, and progress of our community. A
true community champion, he established the first mosques and Islamic schools in
Scunthorpe, instilling in me values of decency, honesty, and community engagement.

Growing up in the 70s had its challenges with cultural, language, and racial barriers,
and we had very little. Despite not being able to afford tickets, my love for football
drove me to find a way into Scunthorpe United games. I'd wait for the gates on Fox
Street to open 20 minutes before the end and sneak in, sometimes with stewards
playfully chasing me before letting me watch. My first time in 1980, under the
floodlights on a bitterly cold night, surrounded by fans in flat caps and long trench
coats, with the smell of Bovril in the air, left a lasting impression on me.
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Despite the challenges, | pursued education,
becoming the deputy head boy at college,
then going on to university and obtaining a
master's degree in manufacturing systems
engineering.

g
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During my time at college, | also worked for
my brother, Dr. Mujahidy, in his catering
business. | was proud to be the first home
delivery driver in the area, delivering Indian
food to customers. This experience not only
taught me the value of hard work and
customer service but also gave me an early
insight into the hospitality industry, which
would later become one of my key business
ventures.

Throughout my education and career, |

remained deeply involved in supporting my

father with the family business. This

experience instilled in me a strong

entrepreneurial spirit, leading me to build my

own portfolio. | diversified into various BRITISH

ventures, expanding into hospitality, catering, >TEEL , , ,
and the leisure iﬂdUStl’y both in the UK and Lugman, Usman and Tahera with their father Rej
abroad.

After a spell working in the field of engineering,
| returned to Scunthorpe in 1997 and began
working for the local government in education.
During this time, | recognised the need to
engage young people. My brother, Maulana
Oliur Rahman, and | set up a voluntary
organisation, the Madani Youth Organisation
(MYQ), to inspire and involve young people in
activities, aiming to raise their aspirations and
attainment. This work led to an invitation from
Prime Minister Tony Blair to visit 10 Downing
Street in recognition of our community work.
Today, my GP, my solicitor, my Imam, and my
pharmacist are all products of the youth project.

Throughout this time, | was always involved
with my local football club. Scunthorpe United
moved its base from the Old Show Ground to
the new Glanford Park, the first purpose-built
stadium, in 1988. | tried to keep involved with
my beloved club and engaged in the club's
football in the community program and the
"Kick Racism Out of Football® program. | helped
Muslim players settle into the area, sponsored
matches and match balls, paid for the
scoreboard, and sponsored a stand in the name
of my father, 'Mortz' This involvement led to me
being invited as a director on the board.

How | Became an Owner of a Football Club




In October 2023, when the previous owner chose to withdraw funding, the club was left on the brink of
extinction. With hours remaining, Michelle Harness took over Scunthorpe United with the support of a local
consortium, including myself. We faced significant challenges, from inherited debts to the pressing need to
secure our home stadium. Remarkably, within a year, we managed to buy back the stadium, securing the
club’s future and marking a significant achievement for Scunthorpe United.

In May 2024, | became one of the co-owners of Scunthorpe United, with Michelle remaining as chair and
myself serving as vice-chair. This achievement reflects my lifelong passion for football and my commitment
to community progress. It is also a significant milestone, as | am possibly the first British Bangladeshi
football club owner. My family—my sons, Hafiz Maulana Lugman and Hafiz Maulana Usman, my daughter
Tahera, and my wife Anna—has always supported me, joining me in watching Scunthorpe United games
and sharing in my journey.

UKy
Ultimately, | believe that with ‘ A mma
the right mindset, 4
determination, and belief in

ourselves, we can achieve

anything we set our hearts and

minds to. Hard work and faith

can turn dreams into reality, no

matter how ambitious they may

seem.

As | reflect on my journey
remembering my sisters Kala,
Rahima, and Tamima and | am
deeply grateful for the
unwavering  guidance and
support of my parents. My
mother’s nurturing love and my
late father's enduring lessons
and wisdom have been my
compass. Their values have
shaped me into who | am today.
With a heart full of gratitude, |
thank the Lord Almighty Allah
for His countless blessings and
for guiding me through every
step of this incredible journey.

Roj Rahman
Co-owner, Scunthorpe United FC
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ENCOURAGING FULL POTENTIAL
FOR BANGLADESHI FAMILIES

Clir Humayun Kabir

People from East Pakistan started to settle in the UK post-World War Il. However, migration (made up largely
of men) started to boom during the 1960s due to the UK's continued shortage of workers. This resulted in the
offer of industrial and catering work permits being given to people of both East Pakistan and \¥est Pakistan.

After the historic Bangladesh freedom struggle with Pakistan in the 1970s, families (mothers and children)
started to arrive in large numbers, mostly originating from the Sylhet Division. The largest concentration lived
in East London boroughs such as Tower Hamlets, although many also settled in Luton, the Midlands,
Northern England, Scotland, and Wales. These settlers are referred to as the First Generation.



Although a small number of Bangladeshis
began to taste some financial and societal
success, mainly through establishing
businesses in catering, grocery stores, or
tailoring work for the rag trade, the second
generation of Bangladeshis in the UK, like other
groups of immigrants, faced multiple
challenges. They endured inadequate housing,
poverty, racism that often resulted in violent
attacks, and problems with employment.

As a consequence, some Bangladeshi parents
started to become aware of behavioural issues
emerging amongst their children. This included
school non-attendance, drinking alcohal,
smoking marijuana, and taking drugs. These
activities resulted in many of them joining
criminal gangs and getting involved in
postcode-based violence, knife crime, and even
firearms offences.

Many local authorities began to offer parenting
support and courses to their residents to counter
these difficulties. Tower Hamlets was at the
forefront of this and commissioned an American
parenting programme called Strengthening
Families and Strengthening Communities (SFSC)
in March 2002 through the Race Equality
Foundation (REF).

Most parents welcomed this opportunity and
realised that, in order to support their children,
they should attend these positive programmes
and courses. We now have a large amount of
research data which has evaluated the results
and concluded that Positive Parenting
programmes and workshops set children up for
success and help them achieve much more in
Seiglelell

These programmes also have a positive impact
on children's social behaviour. Neuroscientists
have discovered that, during their teenage
years, positive parenting contributes to better
brain functioning - especially with regard to

Positive Parenting

emotions and cognition. A Harvard study has
confirmed that these programmes link directly to
happy and healthy adulthood, with long-term
benefits including better relationships with partners
and family members. Over the years, we have
noticed a large number of Bangladeshi boys and
girls achieving higher education at prestigious
universities, and we cannot ignore the continuous
hard work and dedication of their parents in this
success.

So, the question | ask is, why do Bangladeshi
parents need extra parenting skills? According to
Teencare (a Bangladeshi-based parenting digital
platform), they state, '‘Many teenagers think
Bangladeshi parents are too overprotective or
controlling. As a parent advisor in Tower Hamlets, |
have often encountered the same attitude and
protective parenting style, which can backfire and
damage children’s lives. Surely, there needs to be a
balancing act by parents to achieve the best
outcomes for their children.

| believe that living in a Western culture means our
children are regularly exposed to direct conflicts
when compared to practising Islamic values and a
traditional lifestyle based on the values of
Bangladeshi culture. This can make parenting
challenging.

Teencare also explains that, ‘'One common way
Bangladeshi parents may be inadequate in their
parenting is by being too controlling or overbearing:
It is natural for parents to want to protect their
children and ensure their safety, but when this
desire for control becomes excessive, it can
inadvertently lead to a lack of autonomy and
independence in their children. This can be
particularly damaging during their teenage years,
when young people start to feel the desire to assert
their independence and develop their own identity.
As a Bangladeshi community, we need to be honest
about where we need support to help us raise our
children to achieve their full potential, both
academically and in terms of wellbeing.

| promote positive parental discipline methods,
including role modelling, learning how to give
effective and clear instructions, how to increase
attention span, how to give praise at appropriate
times, and how to establish family rules that will
bring peace and tranquillity to your family home.

My objective is to share positive parenting
education that will reduce disaffection amongst
young people and strengthen their skillsets to be
happy, healthy, and achieve their full potential.

Cllr Humayun Kabir

Former Mayor of Croydon
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The ongoing debate in the UK regarding assisted dying is
a significant and complex issue that addresses the legality
and ethics of allowing individuals to choose to end their
lives in cases of terminal illness or unbearable suffering.
Advocates strongly support the right to die with dignity,
emphasising the principles of personal autonomy and
compassion. In contrast, opponents—often influenced by
religious beliefs express concerns about the sanctity of
life, the potential for abuse, and the profound moral
implications of such legislation. This debate intertwines
legal, ethical, and societal considerations with various
perspectives actively represented in Parliament and
public discourse.

Common religious objections to assisted dying primarily
focus on the sanctity of life, which holds that life is a divine
gift that should not be deliberately terminated by human
actions. Many religious groups argue that suffering can
have a purpose and lead to spiritual growth or redemption.
There are also legitimate concerns about potential
coercion, where vulnerable individuals might feel
pressured to choose assisted dying to alleviate the
burden on their loved ones. Additionally, many faith
traditions stress the importance of hope and the potential
for healing, advocating for the valuation and preservation
of all stages of life.

In Islam, the code of law explicitly addresses matters of life
and death, categorically forbidding any act of self-harm.
Islam venerates life as a gift from Allah, consistently
highlighting the importance of preserving life and
well-being. Consequently, Muslims are prohibited from
taking their own lives. All Islamic doctrines reject
physician-assisted suicide (PAS) and euthanasia. However,
it is acceptable to withhold or withdraw futile medical
treatments in the case of a terminally ill patient. Legally,
Islamic countries do not recognise PAS and euthanasia,
considering such actions suicidal when patients consent
and homicides if carried out by physicians.

Moreover, several ethical and societal issues deserve
attention. There is a real risk of abuse, as vulnerable
individuals may feel undue pressure to choose expedited
death instead of becoming a financial and emotional
burden to their families. The concept of an ‘open
floodgate” raises alarms that broader criteria for
euthanasia could emerge, potentially jeopardising those
with mental health challenges or disabilities. Additionally,
if assisted dying becomes commonplace, it could erode
the crucial trust patients place in the NHS, as fears might
arise that healthcare providers prioritise ending suffering
over prolonging life.



P Presently, while the cost of assisted dying
Bl in Switzerland can reach up to £11,000,
managing terminally ill patients in
hospitals and communities can easily
exceed ten times that amount. This
scenario inevitably opens discussions
about further empowering doctors and
ErHEBILL solicitors in these sensitive matters.

SAFEGUARDS

ERENT T g . The debate surrounding assisted dying
AER raises essential questions that resonate
o with everyone. Regardless of one's stance

on the issue, it is evident that this

. DONT

Ll MAKE conversation is here to stay.
< According to Dignity in Dying, a striking

1‘ K i 44% of individuals would be willing to
: break the law to assist a loved one in
dying, risking severe penalties of up to 14
years in prison. Campaigners argue that
UK law enforcement is increasingly
turning a blind eye to those travelling
abroad to support their loved ones in
ending their lives. This raises the crucial
question: are we simply grappling with a
complex ethical and social dilemma over ten
countries have openly debated and legalised? Or
are we descending into a dangerous slippery slope
towards legalised murder?

A 2018 article in The Economist highlighted a
troubling trend, citing Mildred's observation of a
'steady increase year on year in the number of
people being killed or assisted in suicide by their
doctors” in nations where assisted suicide has been
legalised, with regulations becoming more
permissive over time.

For many religious individuals across various faiths,
there exists a unifying belief: life is an invaluable gift,
and to take it away is to usurp power that belongs
solely to God.

Dr. Nurul Ahad MBBS, FRCS, FRCS (Orth)

Medical Director and Orthopaedic Consultant
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[In Memory of

Alsar Bhai

15 September 1965 - 12 April 2024

Dr Zaki Rezwana Anwar FRSA, MBBS, DTM&H, MS & PhD

December the 16th has always been a special day for us. On one hand,
it is our Victory Day; on the other, it marks the birth of Channel S TV.
Yet today, amid the cacophonous crowds, the absence of a gentleman
who smiled and shared his warmth with us on this
very day last year, weighs heavily on my heart. He
,  was not merely a close colleague to me; he was
my friend, my brother, and someone | could

always rely upon: our Afsar Bhai,
Syed Afsar Uddin MBE, FRSA, FRAS
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Among the Channel S News Team colleagues,
our friendship probably had the earliest start.
Before Channel S, we were colleagues at BBC
World Service and Bangla TV. We performed
together on stage for years in Britain’s first
Bengali recitation group - ‘Krishti. Having
known him so closely for so many years, | can
say without hesitation that Afsar Bhai was a
man of unparalleled grace. He never spoke to
anyone without a smile, treating both juniors
and seniors with equal respect.

His devotion to newscasting was so profound
that even in the twilight of his life, he read the
news with unwavering commitment. We often
wondered how he could possibly endure the
appearances while sitting under harsh lights,
facing the camera with his frail body ... but he
repeatedly persevered. Such was his inner
strength. Even when his health could have
confined him to a bed, his faith in Allah
propelled him forwards, enabling him to perform
Umrah despite his condition. Such was the depth of
his reliance on the Almighty.

Whenever he heard a UK-born child speak
Bengali, he would encourage them to pursue
a GCSE qualification in the language. | will
never forget how much he inspired my
daughter, Propa to complete her Bengali
GCSE and A-Level qualifications.

Beyond the newscasting, Afsar Bhai and |
shared countless deep conversations. Yet, no
conversation would end without him speaking
about his daughter, Zara. Other than his beloved
little Zara, Afsar bhai left behind a loving wife and
two wonderful sons.

From the day his cancer was diagnosed until
his last moments, he shared every detail of his
journey with me. Whenever | visited him in
the hospital, he would spend hours offering
priceless wisdom about life. Now, there is no
one left to offer me that kind of affection, that
kind of guidance.

Afsar Bhai, your absence reverberates
profoundly.

Dr Zaki Rezwana Anwar FRSA, MBBS, DTM&H, MS & PhD

In Memory of Afsar Bhai

A LIFE SKETCH OF
SYED AFSAR UDDIN MBE, FRSA, FRAS

Syed Afsar Uddin was an educationalist, journalist,
columnist, news presenter, writer, philanthropist,
and community activist. He was a highly
esteemed newsreader and the most popular
with viewers in both the UK and Europe.

The much-loved anchor won the hearts of
British-Bangladeshis through his modern and
stylish news presentation, making Bangla news
more attractive and popular in the UK and
Europe. His journey in broadcasting took him
from radio to television, transitioning from the
BBC World Service to Voice of America, Bangla
TV, and finally to Channel S. When Syed Afsar
joined Bangla TV in 1999, it was a dream come
true for the former BBC broadcaster, whose first
love was television. He worked on current affairs,
sports, and magazine programmes for the BBC
for eight years and served as the London
Correspondent for Washington, D.C.- based
Voice of America Radio for four years.

He presented Bangla TV's news programme until
2005 before moving to Channel S in January
2006. Syed Afsar also made a guest appearance
as a news presenter on ATN Bangla in Dhaka in
2003. He co-hosted the Channel S Awards with
former ITV News presenter Tasnim Lucia Khan in
2010 and with LBC Radio presenter Lisa Aziz in
2012.

Syed Afsar began broadcasting for Bangladesh
National TV in 1989 as a cricket commentator
and programme presenter. He worked as a
sports reporter for the Ittefag Group and was an
active member of the Bangladesh Sports Writers
Association. He had been a senior member of
the London Bangla Press Club since 2005 and a
member of the Commonwealth Journalist Association,
UK. He also contributed to London-based
publications such as Weekly Potrika, Weekly
Purbodesh, Weekly Surma, Weekly Jonomot, and
Weekly Notun Din.

Syed Afsar was a teacher at a secondary school
in London for over 30 years and was widely
recognised for his community services during
these three decades. He received an MBE in the
Queen’s 2020 Birthday Honours List for services
to education and the community in the London
Borough of Tower Hamlets.

Syed Afsar was honoured with numerous awards
during his career, including the European
Bangladesh  Forum  Award (2022), The
SunriseToday.com Award (2019), 52 Bangla TV
Award (2019), Eastwood Award (2017), Joint
Council for Qualifications Award (2017), LEO
Parents Achievement Award (2015), and Lehman
Brothers Awards (2003 and 2006). In 2022, he
was also awarded the “Freedom of the City of
London” honour for his outstanding contribution
to British-Bangladeshi broadcasting media.
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Taslim Miah, a proud British Bangladeshi
entreprenedur, is making waves in the UK
motor trade. As the founder of Car Planet,
Taslim, alongside his younger brothers
Tamim and Faheem, has grown a
family-run business into one of the
fastest-rising names in the industry. In just
over two years, Car Planet has expanded
to employ nearly 200 people,
showcasing what ambition,
perseverance, and teamwork can
achieve. They have most recently won
two awards: New Dealership of the Year
and Used Car Dealer Group of the Year at
the Motor Trader Industry Awards 2024.

The seeds of Taslims entrepreneurial
journey were sown early in life. Growing
up, he watched his father, Tofozzul Miah,
manage multiple businesses, including
Bayleaf Takeaway and a small used car
dealership in Winchmore Hill. Those
experiences left a lasting impression on
Taslim. “Our father was and continues to
be our biggest inspiration,” he says. Now
serving as Car Planet's chairman, Tofozzul
Miah plays a crucial role in the
background, pushing his sons to aim
even higher and never settle.

Taslim's career began in the corporate
world, where he worked at EY and later in
data and analytics. While he appreciated
the opportunities corporate life offered, it
also made him realise that building
something of his own was possible.
‘Seeing how the big players operated
opened my eyes to the fact that we could
achieve something massive if we put in
the work," he reflects.

During the Covid-19 lockdown, Taslim
and his brothers took the leap. With
Taslim's experience buying and selling
cars during his gap year and his brothers’
shared passion, they set out to build what
would eventually become Car Planet.
The vision was bold: to create the UKs
biggest and best car supermarket by
2030.

Securing their first dealership premises
was no easy task. Without an established
background in the motor trade, landlords
and property agents were hesitant to

BUILDING
CARPLANET,
ONE MILESTONE
AT ATIME

Barrister Fariha Nosheen
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OF THE YFI‘

work with them. I knocked on so many doors and
made hundreds of calls, but no one would give us a
chance,” Taslim recalls. After more than a year of
perseverance, they secured their first site in
Watford—a property capable of holding 250 cars. ‘It
was a daunting challenge, but | knew we had to make
it work," he says.

Since then, Car Planet has expanded rapidly. They
now operate two retail sites in Watford and Barnet
and a state-of-the-art vehicle preparation centre in
Enfield, with nearly 1,000 cars in stock. Yet, for Taslim
and his brothers, this is just the beginning. Their eyes
remain firmly set on their goal of becoming the
biggest and best car supermarket in the UK by 2030.
Taslim attributes their success to their strong family
bond, relentless drive, and the team they have built
around them. "Every challenge we face is a stepping
stone," he says. "We're not there yet, but were on the
way.

As Car Planet continues to grow, Taslim and his
brothers remain committed to their vision. With their
shared determination, the Miah family's journey is far
from over—it's only just getting started.

Barrister Fariha Nosheen
TV Presenter & Barrister
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CHANNELS
NEWS TEAM

Watch Channel S News

Daily News : 10pm, 1am, Next day 9am

Community news Saturday 8pm, Sunday 01:30am & 4pm
Sylhet News : Sunday & Tuesday 7pm, 1.30am, Next day 4pm

CHANNEL S Contact: +44 (0) 20 3954 2633 or +44 (0) 20 3954 2636 (London)
+8801717019272,+88 0171 116 2254 (Sylhet)
Email: news@chsuk.tv | chsnews2015@gmail.com

i : 3‘-"4;1 S 4 “ 4
Milton Rahman Rupi Amin Md Rezaul Karim Mridha Shariful Islam Chowdhury
Head of News News Editor Senior Reporter Special Correspondent

& Senior News Presenter & Camera person

Md. Asadujjaman Shuvo Mahmudul Hasan Tushar

Motion Graphics
el Heplelriar & News Video Editor

Shahidul Islam Sagar Towhid Shakeel Munira Parvin
Senior News Presenter Senior News Presenter Senior News Presenter

Dr. Zaki Rezwana Anwar rrsa
Senior News Presenter

7 -
Tanjina Nur-i-Siddique Boby Ray Sristy Roy
Senior News Presenter Senior News Presenter News Presenter
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