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We pay our deepest respect to the martyrs, freedom fighters,
and all those who sacrificed their dignity in the struggle for
independence. On this auspicious occasion of the 53rd
Victory Day of Bangladesh, we honour their unparalleled
bravery and sacrifice.
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EDITORIAL

As we mark the B54th Victory Anniversary of
Bangladesh alongside the 21st Anniversary of Channel
S, this occasion calls for both remembrance and
reflection. Victory Day reminds us of the martyrs of
1971 whose sacrifices secured our freedom and
identity. Their legacy was built on unity- an
unbreakable bond that carried a nation through its
darkest hours. Today, when divisions often appear
deeper than before, returning to the true spirit of 1971
is more important than ever. That spirit has the power
to heal, to unite, and to guide Bangladesh forward.

This sense of shared purpose is mirrored in the 21 year
journey of Channel S. Over the past two decades, we
have experienced both challenges and achievements,
yet through every rise and fall, our audience has stood
firmly beside us. Their unwavering support gave us the
confidence to reach every corner of our community
and to amplify their voices. It also inspired us to extend
that compassion beyond borders, spreading love and
solidarity globally through our charitable initiatives,
including RFC. Channel S has grown not just as a
broadcaster, but as a platform built on trust with its
viewers,

The media landscape continues to change, and
satellite television faces real challenges, including
shifting viewing habits and declining audiences,
Channel S is responding proactively by strengthening
and upgrading its digital platforms, ensuring our
content remains accessible and relevant. Our
audience can now enjoy thousands of instant content
options covering news, entertainment, talk shows, and
religious  programmes—available anytime and
anywhere,

On this meaningful dual anniversary, we extend our
heartfelt thanks to our viewers, partners, and
supporters. Your loyalty has been our greatest
strength. As we honour the spirit of 1971 and celebrate
21years of Channel S, we move forward with renewed
commitment and optimism, wishing everyone a
prosperous, peaceful, and successful 2026.

A

Farhan Masud Khan

Head of Programmes, Channel S Television
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Dear Esteemed Viewers, Partners and Community,

This year, Channel S celebrates 21 years of storytelling,
culture and community. From our earliest days, our
aim has been simple: to give British Bangladeshis a
voice, a platform and a place to connect. Over two
decades later, that vision continues to guide
everything we do and your loyalty has made it
possible.

This year marks an important step in our journey. While
we may not be at the cutting edge of every new
technology, we are finding smarter, more creative
ways to reach our audience. Through digital content,
engaging programmes and a renewed focus on
stories that matter, Channel S is adapting to the
changing media landscape, thoughtfully, steadily and
always with our community at the heart.

2025 also brings exciting developments in the
hospitality and catering world, where innovation and
creativity are flourishing. Catering Circle continues to
showcase talent and support new entrepreneurs
through live shows, awards and the upcoming
Restaurant Start Up Show Season Q. These initiatives
celebrate the people who dare to dream, highlighting
sustainable practices, inventive technology and bold
ideas that will shape the industry for years to come.

Our mission remains as strong as ever. to inform,
entertain and connect our viewers while celebrating
the rich culture and achievements of Bangladesh. \We
know the world is changing rapidly and the challenges
facing our community, both in the UK and abroad, are
real. In these times, trusted information, shared
experiences and cultural connection matter more than
ever. Channel S will continue to provide this, standing
with our viewers and supporting the stories that
deserve to be heard.

To our viewers, partners and supporters — thank you
for making Channel S a part of your lives for over two
decades. The journey continues and together, we will
continue to celebrate achievements, inspire
innovation and strengthen the bonds of our
community.

@Z)L(Lj)

Ahmed us Samad Chowdhury JP

Chairman, Channel S Television



MESSAGE

Dear Esteemed Viewers, Partners and Community,

This year, Channel S celebrates 21 years of storytelling,
culture and community. From our earliest days, our
aim has been simple: to give British Bangladeshis a
voice, a platform and a place to connect. Over two
decades later, that vision continues to guide
everything we do and your loyalty has made it
possible.

This year marks an important step in our journey. While
we may not be at the cutting edge of every new
technology, we are finding smarter, more creative
ways to reach our audience. Through digital content,
engaging programmes and a renewed focus on
stories that matter, Channel S is adapting to the
changing media landscape, thoughtfully, steadily and
always with our community at the heart.

2025 also brings exciting developments in the
hospitality and catering world, where innovation and
creativity are flourishing. Catering Circle continues to
showcase talent and support new entrepreneurs
through live shows, awards and the upcoming
Restaurant Start Up Show Season 9. These initiatives
celebrate the people who dare to dream, highlighting
sustainable practices, inventive technology and bold
ideas that will shape the industry for years to come.

Our mission remains as strong as ever. to inform,
entertain and connect our viewers while celebrating
the rich culture and achievements of Bangladesh. \We
know the world is changing rapidly and the challenges
facing our community, both in the UK and abroad, are
real. In these times, trusted information, shared
experiences and cultural connection matter more than
ever. Channel S will continue to provide this, standing
with our viewers and supporting the stories that
deserve to be heard.

To our viewers, partners and supporters — thank you
for making Channel S a part of your lives for over two
decades. The journey continues and together, we will
continue to celebrate achievements, inspire
innovation and strengthen the bonds of our
community.

Mahee Ferdhause Jalil
Founder, Channel S Television
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Dear All,

This year marks another proud chapter in the Channel S
journey. As we celebrate 21 years of broadcasting in 2025,
| want to extend my warmest thanks to our viewers,
sponsors, partners and the Channel S family who work
tirelessly behind the scenes. Your loyalty and support
continue to inspire everything we do.

2025 is a defining year for the industries and communities
we serve. The hospitality sector, a cornerstone of British
culture and the British Bangladeshi story, is changing
faster than ever. Technology is no longer simply an option;
it is becoming part of everyday service,

We are now witnessing Al-powered kiosks, smart
restaurant software and even humanoid hosts greeting
guests at restaurants. Automation is helping reduce wait
times, manage rising costs and enhance dining
experiences. Catering Circle is proud to be at the forefront
of these conversations, connecting caterers with tech
innovators and ensuring that our members stay prepared
for the future.

Following the success of Catering Circle Live - Season 8,
where we celebrated 10 remarkable winners and more
than 70 restaurant success stories across the UK, we are
excited to look ahead to Season 9: The Restaurant Start
Up Show, launching in 2027.

This new Dragons Den-style competition will give young
founders the chance to pitch their ideas, test their
concepts and secure real investment to launch their
businesses. It represents our continuing commitment to
supporting youth, nurturing talent and building
opportunities for the next generation of hospitality
leaders.

Over the past decade, Catering Circle has become a
platform built on innovation, resilience and community
focus. As we enter the next stage of our journey, we
remain dedicated to ideas and initiatives that are not only
profitable but sustainable, environmentally, socially and
culturally.

To our viewers, thank you for trusting Channel S as your
voice and your window to the world. To the
entrepreneurs, chefs, students and industry pioneers we
work with, your creativity is shaping the future of
hospitality, and we are proud to stand with you.

Here's to another year of growth, empowerment and
storytelling that unites us.

Happy New Year and thank you for being part of the
Channel S family.

W

Md Abdul Haque

Vice-Chairman, Channel S Television



MESSAGE

As we commemorate 21 years of broadcasting and the
Victory Day of Bangladesh- we mark another milestone
in our shared journey, | want to take this opportunity to
reflect on the legacy we have built together. What
began over two decades ago as a bold vision by the
founder Mahee Ferdhaus to create a platform that
speaks the language of our community and connects
with viewers at home and abroad-has evolved into an
institution our audience continues to trust.

Operating a traditional television channel in today's
rapidly shifting media landscape is no small task. With
advertising revenues under constant pressure and
competition intensifying across digital platforms, the
challenges are real and persistent. Yet our greatest
competitive advantage has always been the
unwavering loyalty and engagement of our viewers,
You remain the cornerstone of our sustainability, our
growth, and our continued relevance.

Channel S has become more than a broadcaster; it has
become a trusted community partner, a cultural
bridge, and the leading platform for charitable giving
within our diaspora. Our 24-hour service continues to
reach global audiences across Europe, America, and
the Middle East, while staying deeply rooted in the
values and traditions of our heritage.

This anniversary is both a celebration and a
reaffirmation of our forward agenda. We remain
committed to investing in content excellence,
strengthening our digital footprint, and deploying
next-generation broadcasting technologies to meet
the evolving expectations of our audience. As we step
into our 22nd year, we are focused on driving
innovation, enhancing operational resilience, and
expanding our impact across all platforms.

Thank you for your confidence, your loyalty, and your
continued partnership. Your support has enabled us to
thrive through every challenge and together we will
be even more stronger, future-ready Channel S.

\With best wishes

I

Taz Choudhury
CEQO, Channel S Television
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FREEDOM
IN BANGLADESH

Professor Osama Khan

Freedom in Bangladesh is written in blood. This article is dedicated, first and foremost, to the
freedom fighters of the 1971 War of Independence and to every soul who laid down their life so
that we could call this land our own. It is also dedicated to all who have since defended that
freedom, especially the students who took to the streets and toppled dictatorship last year. Their
courage reminds us that freedom is never a finished achievement; it is a responsibility renewed
by each generation.

Yet, more than fifty years after independence,
we must be honest: political freedom has not --
fully translated into institutional freedom. Too

many of our Yet, more than fifty years

after independence, we
must be honest: political
freedom has not fully
translated into
institutional freedom.
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favour. Universities, public bodies, media houses, even professional associations can find themselves
pressured by invisible red lines. When institutions are captured by partisan or vested interests, loyalty is

rewarded more than integrity and competence. The result is a fragile democracy in form, but not always
in practice.

This crisis runs deep into our personal choices. Many young people do not feel free to choose what to
study or which career to pursue. Family pressure, social prestige and narrow definitions of “success’
push them into a few crowded paths—medicine, engineering, a handful of ‘respectable” professions.
Talents in the arts, basic sciences, social sciences, entrepreneurship or creative industries are often
dismissed as risky or useless. Over time, this stifling of individual passion creates a paucity of mind and
intellect. When generations are discouraged from dreaming big, from following their curiosity, a nation
slowly loses its inventors, philosophers, poets and pioneers.

I 0 Anniversary | chsuktv | 10



Beyond education and career, many
Bangladeshis move through life calculating
what can be safely said online, at work, or even
at family gatherings. Women, minoritised
community, people from lower socio-economic
strata face additional layers of constraint, from
street  harassment to restrictive  social
expectations. Poverty and economic insecurity
further trap people, forcing them to accept
injustice and inequity because they cannot
afford to resist it. When survival becomes the
priority, freedom quietly shrinks.

Freedom of speech, expression, academic
inquiry and judicial independence are the pillars
that should protect a free society. When
Jjournalists risk harassment for honest reporting,
when academics self-censor in classrooms,
when students are punished for peaceful
protest, when cases are delayed or influenced,
the message to citizens is clear: stay within the
lines. This culture of fear breeds silence, and
silence is the enemy of both justice and
progress.

“¥ REPORTERS
WITHOUT BORDERS
INDEX 2025

|149/1Bn
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Bangladesh Index

INDEX 2024
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SECURITY
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Our culture and religious traditions are rich sources of compassion, ethics and community. But we
must also acknowledge how certain taboos, wrapped in the language of culture or religion, hold us
back. Honest conversations about gender equality, minority rights, mental health, economic parity,
corruption or even historical truths are often shut down as “shameful” or “offensive”. Respect for faith
and culture must never become an excuse for suppressing questions, curiosity or dissent.

Free thinking and critical thinking should walk hand in hand, yet too often they are discouraged
together. Our education system still frequently rewards rote learning, not imagination; obedience, not
inquiry. Students learn to memorise answers rather than to ask better questions. A society that
punishes those who think differently cannot expect innovation, scientific breakthroughs or bold moral
leadership.

Allthese layers of limited freedom, institutional, personal, intellectual,
are holding Bangladesh back from the future its martyrs dreamed of.
To honour them, we must do more than raise slogans; we must
transform education. We need schools, madrasas and universities
that nurture curiosity, protect debate, celebrate diversity of thought
and allow every young person to dream boldly about their future.

If we truly believe in freedom, then each of us must sign up for this
change: as parents, as teachers, as students, as professionals, as
workers, as citizens. Only then will the sacrifice of 1971 and of every
struggle since be fulfilled in a Bangladesh that is not only
independent, but genuinely free.

Professor Osama Khan

is the first academic of Bangladeshi
heritage to be appointed as the head
(Vice-Chancellor/Chief Executive) of a
public university in Europe or North
America.

215 Anniversary | chsuk.tv | 11




Don't
Call It a Comeback
Call It a Reckoning

Farhan Masud Khan

The resurgence of Donald J. Trump in 2025 has thrust the world back into a high-stakes global gamble: war
and peace, diplomacy and exclusion, order and disruption. Once again at the centre of history's storm,
Trump presents himself as both deal-maker and disruptor. Whether legacy judges him a peacemaker or a
provocateur now hinges on a fragile balancing act — and the consequences extend far beyond the United

States.

The Gaza Gamble

Upon returning to power, Trump moved
swiftly to influence the conflict in Gaza. In
September 2025, he unveiled a 20-point
peace framework, announced alongside
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
aimed at ending the war between Israel and
Hamas. The plan proposed a ceasefire, the
release of hostages, prisoner exchanges, and
the creation of a transitional governing

authority for Gaza under international
oversight.
Trump framed the announcement in

characteristically grand terms, calling it
‘potentially one of the great days ever in
civilisation" — not just for Gaza, but for the
wider Middle East.

Within days, both Israel and Hamas agreed to an initial phase: hostages would be freed and Israeli forces
would withdraw to a defined security line. For a conflict that had defied diplomacy for months, the

breakthrough appeared significant.

Yet beneath the optimism lies uncertainty. Critics argue the plan lacks durable foundations. The proposed
‘Board of Peace” remains ill-defined, long-term security arrangements are vague, and Gaza's political future

is unresolved. Humanitarian reconstruction, governance legitimacy and accountability mechanisms are
largely absent from the framework.

While Trump has declared victory — asserting that he has "ended the war in Gaza” — analysts caution that the
ceasefire may prove temporary. Should violence resume or Gaza remain politically paralysed, Trump's claim
to peace making could quickly unravel, recast as an incomplete deal driven by optics rather than stability.

Ukraine, Russia and Transactional Diplomacy

Trumps foreign policy recalibration has been
equally disruptive in Europe. In December 2025, he
intensified  pressure  on  Ukrainian  President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to accept a US-brokered
peace proposal — publicly suggesting that “Russia
has the upper hand” and implying Ukraine may need
to concede territory.

The proposal, widely viewed as favourable to
Moscow, was rejected outright by Kyiv. Zelenskyy
warned that territorial concessions  would

undermine Ukraine's sovereignty and embolden
aggression. European allies echoed those concerns,
fearing a return to appeasement politics reminiscent
of earlier geopolitical failures.

For many observers, Trumps approach reflects a
broader shift: diplomacy rooted less in shared
values and collective security, and more in
transactional bargaining. Peace, under this model,
becomes a negotiated pause rather than a
principled settlement — and alliances become
conditional rather than enduring.

Gaza Peace Summit 2025: President Trump alongside leaders from the Muslim and Middle Eastern world



Hard-line Policies at Home

While positioning himself internationally as a deal-maker, Trump has simultaneously revived a hard-line
domestic agenda. Immigration enforcement once again sits at the heart of his presidency. Expanded
powers granted to Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) have led to a sharp rise in workplace raids
and deportations, including in agriculture, hospitality and service industries.

Deportations reached record levels, placing millions — including asylum seekers and those with pending
cases — in legal and economic uncertainty. Immigrant advocacy groups, religious organisations and
business leaders have warned of labour shortages and social fracture.

Public opinion reflects a divided nation. While Trump's base remains supportive, polling indicates growing
concern over the economic and humanitarian costs of aggressive enforcement. The contrast is striking:
abroad, Trump speaks the language of ceasefires and reconciliation; at home, his administration enforces
borders with uncompromising force.

Trump described the recognition as “one of the
greatest honours of my life", presenting it as
validation of his peacemaker credentials.
Critics, however, dismissed the prize as
symbolic — arguing that unresolved conflicts
and fragile truces hardly merit celebration.

For Trump, the award may serve a dual
purpose: reinforcing his global image and
advancing a long-declared ambition for the
Nobel Peace Prize. In this sense, diplomacy
becomes performance, and recognition
becomes leverage.

Donald Trump has been named the first winner of the
newly created Fifa peace prize at the draw for the 2026 World Cup in Washington DC.

Why the World Should Care

The implications of Trumps second term are
profound.

First, his legacy remains unsettled. If Gaza's
ceasefire collapses or reconstruction falters,
claims of historic peace will ring hollow.

Second, global power dynamics are shifting. The
pressure on Ukraine, the threats against the
International Criminal Court, and the retreat from
multilateral norms signal a departure from the
post-Cold War order.

Third, domestic consequences matter.
Immigration policies will reshape labour markets,
communities and social cohesion in ways that will
be felt long after this presidency.

Finally, Trumps era highlights a broader truth:

The iconic image after an assassination attempt on President Trump
— captured moments after he was targeted.

A Reckoning, Not a Return

History rarely delivers clean victories. It delivers

modern power is increasingly mediated through
image, narrative and spectacle — where awards,
announcements and optics can obscure
unresolved realities.

The Optics of Power

Trumps second term has also revived his
instinct for spectacle. Within months of taking
office, he received the inaugural FIFA Peace
Prize at the 2026 World Cup draw, presented
by FIFA president Gianni Infantino. The award
cited Trump's diplomatic efforts, particularly
the Gaza ceasefire initiative.

215 Anniversary | chsuk.tv

legacies — shaped not by declarations, but by
outcomes. Whether Trumps return marks a
genuine pivot towards peace or a more troubling
blueprint for power and division remains
unresolved.

What is clear is this: this is not a comeback. It is a
reckoning — and the verdict is still being written.

Farhan Masud Khan
Head of Programmes
Channel S




Afghanistan: In Pursuit

of Prosperity

Hassina Syed

After the dramatic fall of the Ashraf Ghani government
in August 2021, when Kabul was overtaken by the
Taliban and the president fled the country, Afghanistan
entered a period of significant upheaval. The chaos
that ensued culminated in Operation Pitting, an
emergency evacuation involving the Royal Air Force. |
was among the roughly 15,000 Afghans and British
nationals evacuated from Kabul as the city changed
hands, amidst widespread panic and uncertainty.

In the four years since then, | have returned to
Afghanistan on twelve occasions, each time
observing notable changes under the rule of the
Islamic  Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA). While
challenges undoubtedly persist, there have been
tangible improvements in certain aspects of daily life
for many Afghans. The IEA has demonstrated a
commitment to enhancing the population's
well-being, most visibly through investment in road
construction and upgrades. Unlike the previous
regime, roads are no longer routinely blocked for
government officials, ensuring smoother daily
commutes for ordinary citizens.

One of the most striking developments has been the
growth of Afghanistan's restaurant industry, with an
increasing number of establishments owned and
managed by women. This signals a shift towards
greater female participation in the business sector,
reflecting  changing  attitudes and  growing
empowerment of women in Afghan society.

Beauty parlours have also adjusted to new regulations.
While they can no longer operate from street-facing
premises, many now provide their services in clients
homes. These home-based businesses are subject to
licensing and taxation, ensuring quality standards and
regulatory oversight.

The wedding hall industry has expanded as well, with
some venues able to host up to 7000 guests,
reflecting both the resilience of Afghan entrepreneurs
and the population's desire for large-scale

21% Anniversary | chsuktv | 14
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Economy is the priority now for the Afghan Government.

celebrations despite ongoing challenges.
Nevertheless, Afghanistan still faces severe
difficulties.  Food  insecurity  remains
widespread, affecting large portions of the
population. The arrival of 15 million
refugees from Pakistan and 1.2 million from
Iran has further strained resources. Recent
earthquakes in the north, Kunar, and Paktia
provinces have compounded @ these
pressures, deepening the hardship for
many.



Sanctions imposed by the United
States on Afghanistans banking
sector have intensified economic
challenges by restricting financial
transactions and disrupting banking
services. Despite these obstacles, the
Afghani currency has remained one of
the region's most stable, with inflation
at -7%, resulting in falling prices for
many goods.

Due to persistent uncertainty, many
young Afghan men are migrating to
Europe in search of better futures.
However, security within Afghanistan
has improved markedly: women now
walk freely in public places, at work,
and while shopping, a notable
change from previous regimes where

One of my favourite moment & picture.
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Visiting a local shop:!

threats of kidnapping and harassment were common. | have
personally travelled between cities such as Kandahar, Herat,
Mazar-e-Sharif, and Jalalabad—even at night—without
incident, reflecting safer roads and greater stability.
Additional improvements include lower rental prices for
homes and government efforts to control food prices, easing
daily financial pressures for ordinary citizens.

During my most recent visit in November, | encountered
foreign tourists exploring Afghanistan. Their presence
highlighted the country's enduring tradition of hospitality.
Many of these visitors have shared their experiences online,
offering a unique perspective on life in Afghanistan and the
positive changes since 2021. The warm reception given to
guests and the optimism now visible in daily interactions
mark a significant shift from the tense atmosphere of the
previous era.
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‘WE PRAY A VISA COMES
BEFORE DEATH’

Gaza's injured children left in limbo

Thaslima Begum

Mariam, Nasser and Ahmed were evacuated from the warzone but are now stranded
in an Egyptian hospital that cannot treat their life-threatening injuries after Trump's
sudden ban on Palestinians entering the US

Mariam Sabbah had been fast asleep, huddled under a blanket with her siblings, when an Israeli
missile tore through her home in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza, in the early hours of 1 March.

The missile narrowly missed the
sleeping children but as the
terrified nine-year-old ran to her
parents, a second one hit. ‘I saw
her coming towards me but
suddenly there was another
explosion and she vanished into
the smoke" says her mother,
Fatma Salman.

As  the parents  searched
desperately for their children, they
found Mariam lying unconscious in
a pool of blood; her left arm was

ripped off, shards of shrapnel had

Fatma Salman shows a photo of her daughter Mariam from her time in hospital in Gaza. pierced through her small

Photograph: Hamada Elrasam/The Guardian
P abdomen.

As well as losing her arm, the blast left
Mariam with severe abdominal and
pelvic injuries from shrapnel tearing
through her bladder, uterus, and bowel. I'a _
/
*‘Mariam needs specialised paediatric

reconstructive  surgery” says  Dr

Mohammed Tahir, a British surgeon who (f

treated Mariam while volunteering at 4 5
al-Agsa hospital in Gaza. “Her arm ', Wy
amputation is also very high and requires ' A@,
limb  lengthening and  specialist : A

prostheSiS. Without this, it will be very Fatma Salman shows a photo of her daughter Mariam from her time in hospital in Gaza.
. , . " Photograph: Hamada Elrasam/The Guardian

difficult for her to live a normal life.

Mariam is one of tens of thousands of people in Gaza who have been injured by Israeli military

attacks over the past 23 months, which have also killed more than 64,000, mainly women and
children.

Repeated military strikes and attacks on Gaza's hospitals and Israel's blockade of basic goods and
supplies into the territory have left the health sector devastated and doctors without the means to

treat the sick, injured, and famished.

215 Anniversary | chsuk.tv | 17



Since October 2023, 7,672 patients, including 5,332 children, have been medically evacuated
from Gaza for urgent treatment abroad, but trying to get a medical evacuation organised and
approved is a slow, arduous and heavily vetted process.

So far more than 700 patients - many of them children - have died waiting for permission to be
granted to leave Gaza by Cogat, the Israeli government department responsible for approving

medical evacuations, according to the WHO.

Mariam and her family secured the offer of surgical care from a specialist team in Ohio, and the
little girl waited two months to be given permission from Cogat to leave Gaza, by which time her
condition had deteriorated. She was finally evacuated to Egypt but was then stuck for months
waiting for her US travel documents to be processed.

[/
Mariam is one of tens of

thousands of people in Gaza
who have been injured by Israeli
military attacks over the past 23
months, which have also killed
more than 64,000, mainly

{," women and children.

Then, just a few days before her
appointment at the embassy in Cairo to
approve her visa, the US suddenly
stopped issuing visas for Palestinians -
including children - to be treated in US
hospitals.

The decision followed an online
pressure campaign by Laura Loomer, a
far-right influencer close to Donald
Trump, who had posted pictures and
videos of evacuated patients from Gaza
arriving on US soil on social media
channels, asking: “Why are any Islamic
invaders coming into the US under the
Trump admin?”

Doctors say Mariam needs specialised paediatric reconstructive surgery. Photograph:
Hamada Elrasam/The Guardian

Despite the rhetoric surrounding the visa ban - with Loomer hailing the move as a victory, saying it
would stop “this invasion of our country”, the US has only accepted a total of 48 medical evacuations
from Gaza, according to the figures provided to the Guardian by WHO. In comparison, 3,995 and
1,450 critically injured people have been evacuated to Egypt and the UAE respectively from Gaza.
The UK has so far accepted 13.

Medical NGOs say that around 20 severely wounded children have been affected by the ban, and
are now stuck in transit countries with nowhere to go and with the treatment needed to save them
dangerously out of reach.

rsary | chsuktv | 18




‘--”ﬂm»

_ﬁ'-“"" . )
==
= e

Far-right influencer Laura Loomer. Photograph: Abaca Press/Alamy

Since receiving the news that she had been blocked from
receiving treatment, Salman has been unable to console her
daughter. “She wont leave her bed or stop crying,' she says.
‘Mariam had placed all her hopes of getting better on her
medical treatment in the US'

Afew wards down, and also now stuck in Egypt after the US visa
ban, is 18-year-old Nasser al-Najjar, who can no longer bear to
look at himself in the mirror.

Mohamed Nasser, Nasser al-Najjar's uncle, shows an MRl image of the injuries to his
nephew's skull. Photograph: Hamada Elrasam/The Guardian

Mohamed Nasser, with his nephew Nasser al-Najjar, 18, who requires extensive surgery not available in
Egypt. Photograph: Hamada Elrasam/The Guardian
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After becoming displaced, Najjar
and his family were sheltering at a
school in Jabaliya, northern Gaza,
when it was targeted in an Israeli
airstrike in  January.  The
18-year-old suffered devastating
injuries to his face and jaw that left
him completely disfigured; he lost
his left eye, his nose was severed
and his jaw shattered - leaving
him unable to breathe, eat or
speak properly.

‘I once took pride in my
appearance but now | don't even
recognise myself," says Najjar, his
voice raspy and breathless.

The teenager requires extensive
reconstructive and  cosmetic
surgery that is not available in
Egypt and doctors have warned
that without the operations, his
condition will deteriorate.

He has been offered treatment at
the El Paso children's hospital in
Texas, where specialist doctors
are waiting to operate on him, but
it is now uncertain if Najjar will
ever be permitted to go.

The weight of uncertainty takes a
heavy mental toll. Ahnmed Duweik
already suffers from phantom
limb  pain; sharp, stabbing
sensations that come and go
unpredictably and leave him
screaming in agony. But since
learning that his medical trip to
the US might not go ahead, the
10-year-old has become
withdrawn — and  emotionally
unresponsive.

Ahmed was also asleep at home
when the missiles struck the
Nuseirat refugee camp in the
middle of the night. During the
bombing, he suffered horrific
injuries with shrapnel penetrating
his entire body; he was left with an
amputated arm, soft tissue loss in
his right thigh, and severe nerve
and vascular damage.




Ahmed Duweik, 10, shows an image on his phone of some of his
injuries. Photograph: Hamada Elrasam/The Guardian

Ahmed requires complex reconstructive surgery
and prosthetic fitting that are not available in
Egypt. Since the attack, he has developed severe
psychological trauma and is unable to sleep,
waking up every night crying and screaming,
clinging to his mother in fear.

Doctors warn that if Ahmeds treatment is
delayed any further, his condition will continue to
worsen.

Dr Mosab Nasser, chief executive of FAJR Global,
the medical aid organisation that managed to
evacuate the children from Gaza and was due to
arrange their surgical care in the US, said the visa
ban had imposed an “indirect death penalty on
the most innocent victims of this war”.

Ahmed Duweik, 10, with his mother, Iman Al-Khatib. Photograph:
Hamada Elrasam/The Guardian

‘We're talking about a handful of children
suffering from severe, life threatening injuries,” he
says. “These medical evacuations are a lifeline for
these kids and we urge the US government to
reject such divisive rhetoric and reaffirm its role as
a temporary safe haven for those who so
desperately need it
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From a bombsite in Gaza to a Texas hospital: Mazyouna's journey to safety

In a statement to the Guardian, a US state
department spokesperson confirmed it had
paused the visas and would take the time
necessary to conduct a full and thorough review,
adding: “There are many countries around the
world with great hospitals that should be
stepping up to provide assistance, including
France, Australia, UK, and Canada to name a few!"
For now, a bleak Egyptian hospital has become
the children's home, where they have been stuck
in limbo since the visa ban, with no designated
doctors and limited specialist expertise to treat
their extensive war injuries. The families are
confined to small, sweltering and cramped
rooms. None of them have any idea what comes
next.

“We feel so powerless,” says Khatib, as she sits
beside her son. “All we can do is pray that his visa
approval comes before death does”

Thaslima Begum

Thaslima Begum is an award-winning
Jjournalist of the Guardian with a focus
on women, conflict and human rights




MY JOURNEY TO
OXFORD

Shuchishmita Maitra (Auhona)

If someone had told me a few years ago that | would hold a doctorate in
Medical Sciences from the University of Oxford by the age of 23, I'm not
sure | would have believed them. My journey has been anything but linear.
With a first-class degree in Biomedical Engineering, | completed my
Bachelor of Engineering at King's College London and stepped directly
into a DPhil (PhD) at the University of Oxford at merely age 20 without the
traditional Master's degree in between.

Choosing to do my
PhD in medical
sciences, specifically
in cardiovascular
medicine, felt natural
because | wanted
my work to have a
direct and tangible
iImpact on human
health. The thought
that my research
could one day
contribute to

| discovering a drug
that helps cure heart
disease gives every
long hour in the lab
meaning.

Auhona with her/parents and younger brother at the Oxford University

The road to Oxford was far from smooth. The interview process was one of
the toughest experiences of my academic life. 6 professors sat across
from me, each an expert, but none specifically in the project | was about to
present. | had just 5 minutes to present an entire year's worth of research,
condensed into a single, intense breath of presentation. Those five
minutes felt like five seconds. The questions that followed were less about
what | knew and more about how | thought. The panel challenged every
assumption, sometimes even outright telling me | was wrong, just to see if
| could justify my reasoning under pressure. It wasn't about perfection; it
was about resilience, intellectual honesty, and the ability to defend my
ideas without crumbling. They even questioned what made me suitable to
pursue a PhD at Oxford without a Master's degree. That moment tested me
deeply, but it also affirmed why | wanted this path: because growth
happens at the edge of discomfort. What strengthened my answer was my
time as a research fellow at the EPSCRC Centre for Doctoral Training in
Smart Medical Imaging under Kings College London. That experience
gave me a foundation not just in research skills, but in confidence,
independence, and scientific maturity. It showed me what real research
demands, and it made Oxford feel like the next logical step rather than an
impossible dream.
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Throughout this journey, my
parents guidance has been my
anchor. Their support, emotional,
practical, and  unwavering,
carried me through late nights,
self-doubt, and the pressure of
expectations. They reminded me
that ambition is powerful, but
grounded ambition is
unstoppable.

Being the youngest on my team
could have easily intimidated
me, but | refused to let age
translate into self-doubt. | found
myself adapting to advanced
techniques  faster  than |
expected, simply because |
pushed myself to stay curious
and consistent. Being able to
step into cardiac surgery, gather
real tissue biopsies, and see
exactly how my research

connects to patient care makes
this PhD not only challenging but
profoundly rewarding.

At the front of the Oxford Univerisry

For students aspiring to Oxford or
any competitive research path,
my advice is simple: embrace
discomfort, prepare thoroughly,
and dont underestimate the
value of persistence. Your
background doesnt define your
ceiling - your resilience does.




When Will We Get Our First British

BANGLADESHI BILLIONAIRE I

Jabir Ahmed

As | reflect on my own journey, modest
compared with the heights | envision, | have
been often asked: when will we as a
community see our first British Bangladeshi
billionaire

The UK is home to roughly 156 billionaires in
2025. Among them, around 17 are of Asian
descent according to the most recent Asian
Rich List. The presence of South Asian wealth
demonstrates how far our wider diaspora has
travelled within the corridors of influence and
prosperity.

Yet when it comes to British Bangladeshi
success, the path to billionaire status remains
largely uncharted. Our diaspora now exceeds
one million people in the UK. Over the
decades, many have become
multimillionaires,  quietly  building wealth
across property, hospitality, retail, professional
services and emerging industries. While
precise public data is limited, it is widely
acknowledged that hundreds of British
Bangladeshi multimillionaires now exist —
many edging closer to the billion-pound
threshold.

Britain's Top 20 wealthiest Asians

Gopichand & Srichand Hinduja - £33.5 billion
Lakshmi & Aditya Mittal - £12.9 billion

Sri Prakash Lohia & Family - £10.1 billion
Nirmal Sethia - £6.6 billion

Anil Agarwal - £5.2 billion

Mohsin & Zuber Issa - £4.6 billion

Simon, Bobby & Robin Arora - ££2.9 billion
Sir Anwar & Dawood Pervez - £2.5 billion
(=8) Cyrus & Priva Vandrevala - £2.5 billion
Jasminder Singh & Family - £1.6 billion
Ramesh & Bhupendra Kansagra - £1.5 billion
(=11) Lord Swraj Paul & Family - £1.5 billion
Vijay & Bhikhu Patel - £1.4 billion

Lord Zameer Choudrey & Family - £1.3 billion
Surinder Arora - £1.2 billion

Manubhai Chandaria & Family - £1.1 billion
Dr Kartar & Tej Lalvani - £950 million

Pradip & Manish Dhamecha - £925 million
Ranjit & Baljinder Singh Boparan - £920 million
Mayurbhai Madhvani & Family - £800 million
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Sunday Times Rich List 2025 top 10

Gopi Hinduja & family
(industry & finance: Hinduja Group)
£35.3bn

David & Simon Reuben & family
(property & internet: Reuben Brothers)

Sir Leonard Blavatnik
(investment, music & media: Access Industries)

£25.7bn

Sir James Dyson & family
(technology: Dyson Group)

Idan Ofer
(shopping & energy: Quantum Pacific Group)

£20.1bn

Guy, George, Alannah & Galen Weston & family
(retail: Primark)

£17.7bn
Sir Jim Ratcliffe

(chemical: Ineos)

Lakshmi Mittal & family

(steel: Arcelor/Mittal)

John Fredriksen & family
(oil: Golden Ocean Group)

Igor & Dmitry Bukhman
(online gaming: Playrix)

PA graphic. Source: Sunday Times

Within this growing cohort, | recognise echoes of
my own trajectory. The vision is present, the
appetite is fierce and the stakes are rising. Many of
us began from modest beginnings, progressed
through corporate environments and are now
deploying capital, intellect and networks to build
enterprises at scale. Having navigated institutional
settings before entering private enterprise, | now
operate across healthcare, recruitment, property
and consumer services. One of my healthcare
ventures generates multi-million-pound annual
revenues and carries a valuation aligned with
institutional ambition — though this is far from a
declaration of arrival.

Historically, British Bangladeshi entrepreneurship
has been associated with restaurants, small retail
and property. Today, however, the opportunity
landscape is far more dynamic. We are gaining
traction in healthcare, logistics,
technology-enabled services, consumer products
and large-scale real estate development. This
diversification is critical to building conglomerates
capable of scaling beyond traditional business
constraints.



To reach the next level, we must think differently. The
small-business structures that served our parents generation
must evolve. We need to leverage networks, embrace
technology and take bold positions in markets where value
can be built collectively rather than through fragmented
ventures.

Capital, too, must be approached with intent. Instead of
relying solely on bank lending — which often conflicts with our
values — we must prioritise community-aligned investment:
private-equity-style partnerships, ethical venture capital and
angelinvestors supporting those who look like them and think

like them. This is how enduring wealth is created and retained.

| know | am not alone. Thousands of British Bangladeshi
entrepreneurs, both emerging and established, are already
building highly successful businesses. Many are scaling
revenues into the tens and hundreds of millions, laying the
foundations for institutional-grade companies across
technology, healthcare, property and consumer services. My
own work in healthcare and emerging technology is just one
reflection of this growing wave, and | am inspired by peers
whose ambitions exceed my own.

By the will of Allah, | firmly believe we
will see a British Bangladeshi
billionaire in the UK before the end of
this decade. But this milestone will not
occur by chance. It will require unity,
collaboration and shared belief. We
must invest in one another, elevate
one another and recognise the
collective potential of our people.

This journey is not solely about wealth.
It is about legacy, representation and
global contribution. We will move
beyond participation in the economy
to shaping its future — in the UK and
beyond.
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LIPS =London Inependent Patient Services

Jabir Ahmed

Group Managing Partner

LIPS Healthcare




FROM SYLHET
TO THE WORLD

Canadian & American Bangladeshi Brothers Secure

Prestigious UK—Canada Grant to Transform Life-Saving Medicines

Fariha Nosheen

Bioanalysis
WITH Al-DRIVEN INSIGHTS

/—\

Rafiq Islam and Mohammed Moin at an International Conference in London:

In an age when scientific breakthroughs can often feel remote from
everyday life, the story of Somru BioScience stands as a powerful
reminder that innovation is frequently driven by deeply personal
experiences. Founded in Canada more than thirteen years ago, Somru
BioScience Inc. has grown into a globally respected biotherapeutics
company dedicated to accelerating the development of life-saving

medicines and making them more affordable and accessible worldwide.

At the heart of this mission are two brothers from Sylhet, Bangladesh —
Rafig Islam and Mohammed Moin, whose journey from a modest
upbringing to international scientific recognition is as inspiring as it is
impactful.

Born into a middle-class family, the brothers were raised by a father who
was a devoted schoolteacher and a firm believer in education as both a
privilege and a responsibility. After graduating from Sylhet Cadet
College, their paths took them abroad — one to the United States and
the other to Canada — in pursuit of higher education and scientific
excellence.

Yet even as they embraced new opportunities overseas, a personal
tragedy profoundly shaped their purpose. The loss of their father to
cancer in Bangladesh exposed them to a harsh reality: for millions of
people in developing countries, life-saving medicines remain financially
or logistically out of reach. The experience left a lasting impression,
opening their eyes to the stark inequalities in global healthcare access.
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Determined to help bridge
this gap, Rafig Islam and
Mohammed Moin founded
Somru BioScience — a
company built not only on
scientific innovation, but also
on compassion, equity and a
belief that access to
medicine should not be
determined by geography
orincome.

In 2023, a significant
opportunity emerged on the
global stage. The
governments of Canada and
the United Kingdom
launched a joint
biomanufacturing and life
sciences fund, supported by
£10 million from the UK and
$16 million from Canada,
aimed at strengthening
innovation and enhancing
preparedness for future
pandemics. As part of this
programme, somru
BioScience was invited,
alongside a select group of
Canadian companies, to
engage with leading

biotechnology organisations
across the UK.




Over the course of an intensive week, the Somru team travelled

through London, Stevenage, Darlington and Manchester,
exchanging ideas with British innovators and exploring
collaborative pathways that could reshape the future of
biotherapeutics manufacturing. These discussions led to a
promising partnership with Apoha, a London-based company
renowned for its groundbreaking liquid-brain  sensory
intelligence platform.,

Together, Somru BioScience and Apoha set out to reimagine the
future of biomanufacturing. By combining Somru's proprietary
Intellib and Amplatto platforms with Apoha's revolutionary
liquid-brain  technology, the partners aim to develop
next-generation, Al-powered process analytics. The objective is
ambitious: to dramatically improve manufacturing efficiency,
reduce production time and costs, and ultimately enable wider
global access to advanced medicines.

After eight months of rigorous evaluation, Innovate UK and the
National Research Council of Canada's Industrial Research
Assistance Program (NRC IRAP) jointly awarded the partnership
a $2 million investment towards the project's total cost of $4
million. The decision recognised not only the project's scientific
merit, but also its strong commitment to global health equity.

3 Al -
-

Somru Bioscience -founded by Moahammed Moin and Rafig Islam
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The collaboration is
expected to
Siclale]iglsle
biomanufacturing
capabilities in both
countries and
contribute
meaningfully to
future public health
preparedness. But
for young readers
— particularly those
In Bangladesh and
the wider diaspora
— the story carries
an even deeper
message: that
world-changing
ideas can emerge
from humble
beginnings, that
science can be a
powerful tool for
compassion, and
that two brothers
from Sylhet can
help shape the future
of global medicine.

PN
Fariha Nosheen
TV Presenter and Lawyer




FROM HEARTBREAK
TO HOPE:

Healing, Connection, and Inspiration
Through Faith-Inspired Jewellery

Hasina Momtaz

Life can change in a single moment, completely
altering your path forever. My world shattered in 2014
when my son, Sami Ahmed, was killed instantly after
an uninsured driver hit him in a road traffic collision.
Sami had just turned 18 three days before.

Sami was actively living his dream of becoming a
successful entrepreneur. He was only two days away
from opening his first London restaurant, which he
had worked on for nine months, while also studying
accountancy. The pain of losing him was immense.

Leaving a secured job and starting a new venture was a difficult decision

For over 20 years, | had built a successful, high-profile career in Media and Crisis Communications, advising
prominent politicians like Boris Johnson and Ken Livingstone. To leave an established, well-paid career to
launch a business was a daunting task and a huge financial risk, especially as | had no business background.
However, Sami was my greatest inspiration.

He was entrepreneurial from a young age. At 11, he was selling cookies in his school breaktime; by 16, he
started fixing and re-selling broken mobile phones. He had a natural eye for potential and opportunity. His
ambition wasn't just for himself, he dreamed of making money to take care of me and those he loved. He
taught me the true spirit of kindness, compassion, and enterprise.

Sami had always encouraged me to go into business, but | didn't know how to combine that with my
faith-based values and passion for jewellery until the idea for Soul Gems London was born in late
2018. The desire to honour Sami's business dream, find a path to connect with others, and create
something meaningful led me on this journey. | also wanted to offer affordable premium quality
Jjewellery that reminded people about faith.

| was due to launch in May 2020 but we suddenly went into a lockdown because of Covid-19. | was
prepared to delay, but people around me said: "This is the perfect time to launch. Your jewellery is
about connecting people, healing, and resilience and these are the messages the world needs right
now. | launched and soon customers started sharing their heartfelt stories about how the reminders
on my jewellery resonated with their own struggles, creating a deep connection and impact.

The last five years have been a steep learning curve, with daily challenges. | manage everything from
design, to sourcing, to business strategy and social media. Looking to the future, | want to scale the
business, secure strategic intellectual and financial investment, and contribute more to charity
through the business.

Following the success of a pop-up residency in Westfield, 'm eager to explore physical retail spaces,
allowing customers to try on my jewellery and connect further with my brand. Above all, | would like
to continue to build community through events and initiatives that empower and inspire women and
create a space for them to share their stories, joys, hardships, and hopes.

/

Hasina Momtaz
Media and Crisis
Communications Expert,
Entrepreneur
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Alternative Student Finance (ASF)

FUNDING AND MARKETING OVERVIEW
Nazim Uddin

Universities UK
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Alternative Student Finance (ASF) is a is expected to cover broadly the same
forthcoming UK government scheme groups as standard Student Finance
designed to remove barriers to higher England funding: for example UK and
education for students who cannot in Irish citizens, individuals with indefinite
good conscience take out leave to remain or other forms of settled
interest-bearing student loans. For some status, many EEA/Swiss citizens with
Muslim students in particular, the status under the EU Settlement
prohibition on riba (interest) means Scheme, and certain categories of
existing student loans can be religiously students with protection-based
problematic, potentially discouraging immigration statuses such as
participation in higher education. ASF will recognised refugees or those granted
provide a state-backed finance product humanitarian protection, long residence
that is fully compatible with Islamic or specific resettlement schemes,
finance principles while matching the subject to detailed regulations [House
mainstream system in the amount and of Commons Library (2025a; 2025b)l.
timing of support and repayments Students whose asylum applications
[Department for Education (DfE) (2025a; are still pending are generally not
2025b)]. eligible for mainstream student finance
and would therefore not normally be
ASF will be available to any eligible for ASF [Student Finance
undergraduate students who are eligible England (2025)].

for mainstream student finance in
England. In practice, this means that ASF
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Under ASF, eligible students - including UK
citizens, students with indefinite leave to
remain, and those with approved asylum
claims leading to refugee or humanitarian
protection status — will apply for “alternative
payments” for tuition fees and living costs
instead of interest-bearing loans.
Applications will be made through Student
Finance England in a very similar way to
current loans. After their studies, graduates
will make income-contingent contributions
to a ring-fenced Takaful fund These
contributions will mirror mainstream student
loan repayments in both amount and timing
and will be calculated solely on the basis of
what graduates earn, not the amount they
originally  received [Department  for
Education (DfE) (2025b)]

The cost of finance under the Takaful model
is therefore structured as mutual support
rather than interest. All participating
graduates contribute a set percentage of
income above a threshold for a defined
period, on the same terms as those using
standard student loans. For students, the
out-of-pocket financial cost is designed to
be neither higher nor lower than in the
conventional system; what differs is the legal
and ethical framing of the payments as
Takaful contributions into a shared fund that
is used exclusively to support future ASF
students. The detailed rules on entitlement
and contribution calculations will be set out
in secondary legislation so that ASF can
operate alongside the new Lifelong
Learning Entitlement (LLE) from 2026/27
onwards.

A key feature of ASF is its governance. The
Department for Education has appointed the
Islamic Finance Council UK (UKIFC), a
specialist not-for-profit advisory body in
Islamic and ethical finance, to act as
secretariat for the certification process.
UKIFC has in turn appointed an independent
Islamic  Finance  Supervisory  Board,
composed of internationally recognised
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scholars and practitioners in Islamic
finance, to certify formally that the ASF
product is compatible with Islamic
finance principles. Information about
the Board, including biographies of its
scholars, is published on the UKIFC
website to promote transparency and
confidence among students,
communities and providers.

From a marketing perspective,
ASF positions higher education
as genuinely open to all eligible
students - including those whose
religious beliefs prevent them
from using interest-bearing loans.
For Muslim students and others
with similar ethical concerns, ASF
offers a route to university where
the finance product has been
independently certified as
Sharia-compliant, while providing
the same level of financial
support and the same repayment
profile as mainstream loans. For
universities and colleges ASF can
be presented as part of a wider
inclusion and
widening-participation agenda,
alongside bursaries, scholarships
and degree apprenticeships that
allow eligible students to earn
while they learn without paying
tuition fees upfront.

Nazim Uddin

[PGD (Cambridge);
FCCA; FHEA MBAI




UK IMMIGRATION

SHAKE-UP

Faster, Tougher, Costlier

Prepare or Lose Your Licence
Md. Lutfur Rahman

If the UK immigration landscape feels like
a moving target, you arent alone. At
WorkPermitCloud, our analysis of the
recent reforms reveals an undeniable
message: the system is becoming
expensive, selective, and  rigorously
enforced.

THE INVISIBLE WATCHMAN:
REMOTE COMPLIANCE

Crucially, the Home Office has shifted from physical
inspections to remote digital checks. By linking with
HMRCs Real Time Information (RTI), officials can

instantly spot discrepancies between the salary on
a Certificate of Sponsorship (CoS) and actual net
pay.

We have seen licences revoked purely on digital
evidence—often for reporting salary drops or
delayed start dates just days late.

THE RISING COST OF TALENT

Budgeting for 2026 brings a ‘triple threat” Alongside the
£41,700 salary floor, the Immigration Skills Charge (ISC) is
increasing by 32% (approx. £1,320/year), and the

For HR directors, 'set it and forget it'
sponsorship is dead. Here is how you

muist adapt National Living Wage hits £12.71/hr in April.
THE TALENT SQUEEZE: @ Key Changes in UK Immigration and Wages
SALARIES, SKILLS & BANS - e

The government has raised the
drawbridge. As of July 2025, the
General Salary Threshold for Skilled
Workers has skyrocketed to £41,700
(up from £38,700), and roles must now
be RQF Level 6 (Degree Level.
Unless a role is on the restricted
Immigration  Salary  List  (ISD),
sponsoring  lower-skilled roles s
effectively over.

@ Aini Salary Thresholds Have
Doubled in Two Years

41700£

38700£

26200£

2023 Early 2025 July 2025

Tnitial satary threshold in Salary threshold Final salary theeshold in
2053 increase in early 2025 July 2025

The Health and Care sector faces the
harshest reality: the route is now closed to
new overseas applicants for care workers,

To make matters tougher, from 8 January
2026, new Skilled Workers must meet a
higher B2 English level. Furthermore, the
Craduate Route will shrink to just 18
months in 2027, giving you less time to
assess talent before sponsoring.
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Wage hits £12.71;
route closed to new 18-20s rate hits
overseas applicants £10.85.
uly 2025 ) ) 8.Jan 2026 N B Jan 2027

Skilled Worker ° English Language
Threshold Upgrade
Visa duration for
High Bar: Salary English proficiency aradustes reduced
threshold hits requirement rises 1o 10 18 months
£41,700; ROF Level 6 B2 level
(Degree) required.

THE NEW "SUITABILITY" STANDARD

Finally, the new Part Suitability rules have expanded
the definition of 'bad character’ A simple NHS debt
or minor breach can now trigger mandatory
refusals. With the largest crackdown on illegal
workers in history currently underway—arrests are
up 63%—scrutiny is peaking.

The government is using
data to find faults, and they
are finding them. My
advice: Audit your files,
align your payroll with your
SMS, and prepare for
higher costs.

Latest lllegal Working

Crackdown

Everyone needs to be 100% "

compliant or risk losing
sponsor licence.

I

Md. Lutfur Rahman

FCILEx, CEO
WorkPermitCloud Ltd.
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Watch Channel S News

Daily News : 10pm, 1am, Next day 9am

Community news Saturday 8pm, Sunday 01:30am & 4pm
Sylhet News : Sunday & Tuesday 7pm, 1.30am, Next day 4pm

CHANNEL S Contact: +44 (0) 20 3954 2633 or +44 (0) 20 3954 2636 (London)
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FREEDOM

"On the occasion of the 54™ anniversary of Independence,
54 of us will, Insha’Allah, jump into the skies of Dhaka on 16 December.

We will be carrying the red and green national flag with us. If all goes well,
Team Bangladesh will set a new world record.

Ashik Chowdhury
Executive Chairman, BIDA

Achieved Guinness Record on Greatest distance freefall with a flag
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